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TO HER GRACE 


— 


THE DUCHESS or RUTLAND. 


LH 


May it pleaſe your Grace. 


* A M aware of the public 
prejudice againſt dedicators and dedications, 
which are conſidered as ſo many frontiſpieces, 
artfully deſigned to captivate ihe reader, or 
to ſolicit the protection of ſome great per ſonage 
of acknowledged iafie and judgment, by in- 
forming them, that ihey poſſeſs ſuch virtues, 
or abilities, as particularly qualify ihem to 
judge of the work. | 

It is cruel to term an appeal of this nature 
flattery; and no leſs preſumptuous to chuſe a 
patroneſs, without aſſigning a reaſon. 

My chief object in this undertaking is the 
inculcation of virtue, fer the promotion of 
which, I have not jo. immediately had re- 
courſe to naiure for a model, as to experience 
and fancy, for finiſhed characters; in which 
plan, if I have erred, I can only plead the 

A 2 | practice 


1 


Fadlice of a certain limner, who, having 1 


generally miſcarried in imitative attempts, I'S 
bad recourſe to imagination and profeſſional OY 
ill: and when be had finiſhed a portrait, 
looked out for its likeneſs among ft the living 4 
beauties of the circle. 

I do not preſume to rank myſelf with de- 
lineators of any claſs; but having, by the 
belp of imagination and a well directed zeal, 
produced a figure, ſuch as nature ſhould be, 
maternal fondneſs led me to wiſh its exiſtence. © 
I therefore humbly ſeek in your grace's pro- 
feflion, that Promethean ſpark, by which ̃ ö 
alone it can be animated. But if I dare flat-; 
ter myſelf, that your grace would tacitly ad- 
mit a ſemblance with my heroine in any fltrik- WW 
ing feature, I ſbould not deſpair of its im- 15 
mortality. I have the honour 1⁰ be, TY 


Tour grace's moſt obedient, I 3 
Humble ſervant, | 
The AUTHO R. | 


- 


CHAR ATE Fm 
o THE FOLLOWING WORK, 


3 


A GENTLEMAN OF EMINENCE IN THE 
LITERARY WORLD. 


Mapan, 


4? 


I HAVE peruſed your Manuſcript 
with attention and pleaſure; and, ac- 
cording to your deſire, give you my 
candid opinion of it. | 

The Story is intereſting, and well ima- 
gined. | 

The Incidents are pleaſing and natu- 
ral. 

The Diction is eaſy and elegant. 

On the whole, I think this work far 
ſuperior to the general run of Novels ; 
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LETTEM . 


Sir Charles Middleton to Fran:ts Mordaunt, 


yo 3 Frank, that 


you did not inform me two days ſooner 


of your intention of coming to London; 
I ſhould certainly in ſuch. caſe have poſt- 
poned my journey hither, but being 
here, my preſence is indiſpenſable. I ſee 
you ſtare at this aſſertion ; and as I know 
”u have an immoderate ſhare of curio- 
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received a letter from his wife, who at- 


poſt-chaiſe drove to the door, in which 


| two hours, when the eldeſt of the ladies 


- Miſs Julia (the young lady mentioned“, 


8 THE RT TVs z. 


ſity, I will even gratify it by ſendihg 
you the particulars of a ſtory, on which 
I ground my reſolution of continuing 
here.—Some time ago my ſervant James 


tends on Lady Gertrude; amongſt other 
things, ſhe informs him, they have lately 
acquired an addition to their family. A 


were two ladies, who, enquiring for La- 
dy Gertrude, were ſhewn into the par- 
Jour. Her ladyſhip was at this time in 
her dreſſing room, and when the ſervant 
delivered her the meſſage, ſhe appeared 
in great agitation, and defired Moran to 
leave her: ſoon after ſhe was heard go- 
ing down ſtairs, The chaiſe waited near 


e 


let off in it, the other remained with 
Lady Gertrude. They ſeemed perfectly 
pleaſed with each other for ſeveral days. 
But one day, after dinner, Moran met 


whom ſhe deſcribed to be the fineſt crea- 
dure ſhe ever ſaw, going up ſtairs weep- 


ing; 
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THE RECLUSE. 9 


ing: and ſhe has never made her appear- 
ance ſince. Her lady too ſeems buried 


in the deepeſt melancholy ; ſhe thinks 


all this very extraordinary, but adds, 
« Whilſt we hold good places, it is not 
for us to inſpect into the behaviour of 


our betters, be it ever ſo myſterious.” 


When James had read the letter, he be- 
gan, by way of preface, to apologiſe for 
the liberty his wife had taken in fpeak- 


ing of the tranſactions of the family. I 


was aſtoniſhed at the fellow's preamble, 
and deſired him to ſpeak intelligibly. 
He laid the letter on the table, and re- 
tired. I haſtily ſnatched up this letter, 
opened it, and read the foregoing parti- 
culars, which, as you may imagine, 
amazed me not alittle. The young lady 
being deſcribed ſo beautiful, raiſed my 
curiofity ; and Lady Gertrude's metan- 
choly I knew not how to account for. 
As I had not ſeen her lad) fhip for a long 
time, I reſolved to pay her a viſit, and 


accordingly ſet off for Abbyville next 


morning, and arrived there at three & 
A dock 


10 THE RECLUBE. 
clock the following day. I was received 


by Lady Gertrude, with viſible marks 
of ſurpriſe: her ſalutation was—Bleſs 


me, Sir Charles, this is a moſt unthought 
of viſit !— hope I am not leſs welcome 


for coming unexpectedly, my lady.—I 
ſhall not be ſurpriſed to hear of a prodi- 
gy, anſwered ſhe ; for what, but a total 
revolution in the Nate cf things, could 


drive you ſo many miles from the metro 


polis at this gay ſeaſon, to the habitation 


of your wife? —Your ladyſhip does your- 


ſelf injuſtice, replied I, if you imagine 
any thing but the defire of ſeeing you, 
after ſo long an abſence, brought me hi- 
ther : helieve me, there is no dearth of 


amuſements in London; it is at preſent 


in full poſſeſſion of all thoſe charms you 
uſed to admire it for. This ſpeech, de- 


livered in a friendly accent, had the de- 


fired effect. Her face, by degrees, clear- 
ed from the gloom which overſpread it 


on my firſt entrance. Dinner was ſerv- 


ed, and by the time it was over ſhe ap- 
peared in Ne good humour. Tho 
. I bridled 
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I bridled my impatience, I own I felt 


ſome at the fair cauſe of my journey not 


appearing at dinner; I feared ſnhe was 
removed, but judging it would be bad 
policy to aſk any queſtions, | reſolved 
to wait a few days, to try what chance 
would do towards gratify ing my curio- 
ſity. Lady Gertrude diſpatched. a card 


to a neighbouring family, with a requeſt, 


that if thev were diſengaged, they would 
favour her with their company to tea. I 


walked into the garden, and could have 


amuſed myſelf with adiniring the various 
beauties it afforded, were not my mind 
atherwife employed, 1 examined every 
window in view, but to no effect; I could 


not get a glance of what I ſo much de- 


ſired to ſee. I continued walking near 
two hours, and then returned to the 
houſe. On my entrance I was introduced 
to two viſiters, Mr. Darcy's, father and ſon. 
The former, I found by his converſation 


during the courſe of the evening, to be a 


man of tenſe and learning ; the ſon is 
a fine young feliow, about twenty, 
a : | 3 and 


12 THE RECLUSE. 
and tho? he does not want ſenſe, has a 


great daſh of the coxcomb in his manner. 


The ladies arrived ſoon after, accom- 
panied by a Mr. Brownlow, an admirer 
of one of the Miſs Darcy's. There are 
three of them, all fine women, particu- 
larly the ſecond, whoſe aſpect is lan- 
guiſhingly ſweet, and whoſe finely arch- 
ed brow is clouded with a melancholy, 
which renders her appearance extremely 
intereſting; her whole air and deport- 


ment is, indeed, highly engaging, and 


her intellectual accompliſhments are 
ſuch, that they captivate the heart, be- 


fore it can guard againſt their force. 


The other two, tho' very pleaſing in their 


manner, ſell infinitely ſhort of their 
charming ſiſter. The eldeſt, I perceive, 
is an intolerable coquette, by her man- 
ner of treating Brownlow. I imagined. 
they had quarrelled before they came 


out, for ſhe paid not the leaſt attention 
to his afliduities the whole evening The 


gentlemen engaged me to go on a ſhoot- 


ing party next morning; but it is need- 
x IS leſs 
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THE REC LVS E. 13 


leſs to give you a detail. In ſhort, I 
paſſed three weeks without being nearer 
the point I wiſhed to attain, than I was 
the firſt moment of my arrival. I grew 
weary at laſt of a conſtant repetition of 
the ſame ſcene, and refolved on leaving 
the country in a few days. In the inter- 
val Lady Gertrude and | were invited to 
dine at Sir John Blake's, whoſe ſeat is 
near two miles diſtant from Abbyville. 
This was a favourable opportunity; I 
thought if I could get her ladyſhip to go 
before me, it might be a means of gra- 
tifying my curioſity. Finding that im- 
poſſible, J requeſted ſhe would dreſs ear- 
ly, as I wiſhed to ſee Sir John's demeſnes 
before dinner. She complied with my 
requeſt, and the chariot drove to the door 
at three o'clock, When we were about 
half a mile diſtant from the houſe, I 


ſeemed to recollect ſomething, and put- 


ting my head out of the carriage, called 
Thomas.—James rode up.—lt is Tho- 
mas I want.—He is not here, pleaſe your 
. he deſired Robert to ride in hia 

ſtead; 
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ſtead ; he ſaid he had letters to leave at 
the poſt-office. I turned to my lady, and 
told her I muſt alight ; that I forgot to 
ſeal one of the letters, and as it was on 
buſineſs of conſequence, it muſt be for- 
warded that night. I accordingly ſtep- 
ped out, and taking Robert's horſe, de- 
fired him to follow. When I arrived, I 
tied my horſe to the outward gate, and 
entering the houſe unperceived, walked 
ſoftly up ſtairs, and judging that if the 
young lady were in the houſe, it was not 
on the ſame floor of my apartments, 1 
aſcended a Rory higher, and liſtened at 
every door, but found all filent as death ; 

then turned to go down fairs, imagin- 
ing the bird was flown, when J heard a 


deep ſigh; I turned the bolt of the door, 


and walked into the middle of the room, 
but could perceive no perfon, I ſtood a 
moment; it muſt have proceeded from 


ſome other apartment, thought I, and 
- was proceeding towards the door, when 
Fheard another ſigh, accompanied by an 
| FO of—My God! teach me to 


{ſubmit 
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THE RECLUSE. 15 


ſubmit patiently to thy will! I turned 
round, for the voice came from behind, 
when a young lady advanced from a clo- 
ſet I had not before thought of. Her 
eyes were bent on the ground, but quick- 
ly raiſing them, and ſeeing me, ſhe 


ſcreamed, and reeled toward the window, 


as if near fainting. I flew to ſupport 
her, and intreated her pardon for inter- 
rupting her, but aſſured her TI did not 
mean to ſurpriſe her, Were you ſent 


hither by Lady Gertrude, fir ?—I was 


not, madam; ſhe is not in the houſe, 
and is ignorant of my knowledge of your 
being here; I came to offer you my aſ- 
ſiſtance: if you are detained here againſt 
your will, I'll endeavour to effect your 
eſcape; you may ſafely truſt me, I am a 
man of honour.— l believe you, fir, ſaid 
ſhe, but you can be of no ſervice to me, 


J want not to eſcape. Alas! whither 


ſhould I go? I have no friend nor refuge 
in the world; thoſe from whom I ſhould - 
expect tenderneſs are as unfeeling as 
rocks, and act as the worſt of enemies: 


vat, 


16 THE RE'CLUS'E, 

but, continued ſhe, raiſing her eyes, 
which were ſwimming in tears, bleſſed 
be the hand that afflicts me. I was great- 
ly affected by her grief. Be compoſed, 
dear madam, ſaid I, and let me know 
how it will be in my power to ſerve you. 
By never letting any knowledge of me 
eſcape trom your lips, replied ſhe; if 


vou do, you will heap heavier afflictions 


on me than | already ſuffer. Vou may 
command my ſilence, madam, anſwered 
I ; but I ſhall be exceedingly unhappy 
at being deprived of the pleaſure of alle- 

viating ſome part of your uneaſineſs. If 
Lady Gertrude can be of any ſervice to 
you, I will endeavour to prevail on her 
to exert her influence in your behalf, 
over thoſe friends you are alienated from, 
She made no anſwer but by her tears. 
Perhaps you have been miſreprefented 


to her, ſaid I ; if you will not let me into 


the cauſe of your diſtreſs, write to her. 


It is an additional aggravation of my 


diſtreſs, ſir, ſaid ſne, interrupting me, to 
ſee you ſo much concerned about a wretch 
2 whoſe 
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whoſe woes will admit of no alleviation. 
Il am truly ſorry, madam, I can be of 
no ſervice to you.— l thank you ſincere- 
ly, fir, and heaven will ſurely reward you 
for your humanity ; but on my knees [ 
entreat, you never will attempt ſeeing 
me again. As you are a viſiter here, pity 
might induce you to ſee me, which, if 


diſcovered, would be my utter ruin.—I 


promiſe you, madam, ſaid I, not to make 
any attempt to ſee you againſt your in- 
Clination ; and muſt alſo inform you that 
am not a viſiter, but the maſter of this 
houſe, which I ſhould be happy in ren- 
dering agreeable to you, if you would 
permit me. She looked earneſtly in my 
face while I pronounced theſe words. I 
thought I ſaw horror riſe in her counte- 
nance ; ſhe covered her face with her 
hands, as if to hide me from her ſight, 


and then exclaimed, Oh! leave me, leave 


me! I depend on your promiſe. She 


then went into her cloſet, and bolted it 
on the inſide. 


J was ſtruck with amazement at ** 
oddity 
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oddity of her behaviour, and it was ſome 
time before I recovered from the ſurpriſe 
which her laſt action threw me into. 1 
went down ftairs, and finding Robert 
walting, gave him a letter which I had 
reſerved for that purpoſe, ordering him 


for Sir John's. I arrived ſome time be- 
fore dinner. There was a large party, 
amongſt whom were the Darcy's: all the 
young people were in high ſpirits. As E 
was not in a humour to partake of their 
mirth, I attached myſelf the whole even- 
ing to Emily, who was the moſt rational 
being in the groop, and honoured 'me 
with more of her converſation that even- 
ing than ſhe had ever done- before, and 
convinced me that her mind was as ami- 
able as her outſide was fair. It was late 
when we broke up; and Lady Gertrude 
and I did not exchange a word during our 
ride homewards; we met not until din- 
ner next day. I had been walking all the 
morning, and muſing on the laſt night's 
adventure. That the young lady was in 

7 — the 
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the power of Lady Gertrude I could 

plainly perceive ; but how it happened 

that ſhe was ſo, I could by no means 

make out, her ladyſhip-never having trou- 

bled me with any of her private, or fa- 

mily tranſactions; but there was ſomething 

in this affair which I thought I ſhould be 

made acquainted with; but the promiſe 

I had given the young lady prevented me 

from making enquiries... After dinner, 
Lady Gertrude obſerving I kept ſilence, 
ſaid ſhe feared I had loſt my heart ſince 

my arrival at Abbyville. I have obſery- 

ed, continued ſhe, your extreme abſence 

of mind lately.—Love is not the cauſe of 

my mental abſence, my lady. l did not 

imagine any thing could affect the ſpirits 

of a fine gentleman, anſwered ſhe, with 

a ſatirical ſmile, but the ſoft paſſion.— 
There are many things that can affect the 

ſpirits of a man of feeling, I obſerved: 

compaſſion for the miſery of others; for 

the fate of ſuch perſons as undeſervedly 

ſuffer by the wrong judgment or caprice: 

of thoſe who have it in their power. to 

inſure 
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inſure their happineſs or miſery. She 
changed colour at this remark, but pre- 
ſenily anſwered, Solitude don't agree 
with you, Sir Charles; it has ſpread a 
gloom over your mind, and every fooliſh 
tale of diſtreſs you hear, is magnified by 
your reflections; I ſuppoſe Emily Darcy 
has made you her confidant, and enlarg- 
ed on the cruelty of her parents, who 
will not conſent to her marrying a fellow 
whom nobody knows, and is at beſt but 
an adventurer.— Vou are wrong in your 
conjecture, madam ; Miſs Emily has not 
done me the honour you imagine ; and 
I have too great an opinion of her pru- 
dence, to think ſhe would arraign the 
conduct of her parents, in an affair which 
ſhews how highly they eſtimate her me- 
rit. She made no anſwer to this, and 
ſeemed by her manner not to give atten- 
tion to me. I went up to my ſtudy, and 
continuing there ſome time, came down 
in a worſe humour than I had been in 
for many months. On my entering the 
parlour, I met Moran coming out in ſome 


confuſion, 


THE RECLUSE, 21 


confuſion, and obſerved that my lady had 
been in a great rage by the inflammation 
in her countenance. She traverſed the 
room in great diſorder: I would have 
renewed the converſation we had drop- 
ped, but ſeeing her ſo extremely agitated, 
judged it would be a wrong time, as I 
doubted not that what 1 had already ſaid 
had produced the effects I was a witneſs 
to. I took up a book that lay in the 
window, and amuſed myſelf with it until 
tea was ready. My lady was by this time 
more compoſed, and ſtrove to appear 
more ſo than ſhe really was. 1 pitied 
her, I knew not why, and forbore to ſay 
any thing that might cauſe her uneaſi- 
neſs. She retired early, complaining of 
a violent head-ach. She continued indiſ- 
poſed next day, but kept writing all the 
morning; towards evening ſhe grew fo 
extremely ill, that I ſent for a phyſician. 


On his arrival he pronounced her in a 
high fever, and expreſſed ſome fear for 


her life. In her raving fits ſhe would call 
inceſſantly on my name, and charge me 
to do juſtice to Julia. 
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Ox the thirteenth day of her illneſs, 
Lady Gertrude recovered her ſenſes, and 
aſked how long ſhe had been ill, and if I 
were ſtill in the houſe. On being told I 
was, ſhe deſired to ſpeak with me. I im- 
mediately obeyed the ſummons, and went 
to her bedſide; ſhe waved her hands for 
ber attendants to retire. When we were 
alone -I have requeſted your company, 
Sir Charles, to thank you for the atten- 
tion you. paid me during my illneſs; an 
attention I by no means deſerved. I of- 
ten ſaw you in the room, during the firſt 
four days, with a compaſſion in your 
countenance I had no reaſon to expect 
from you; what has paſſed ſince I know 
not, Perhaps you are already acquaint- 
ed with the principal thing which this 

paper 
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paper contains (taking a ſealed packet 
from her pillow.) You'll pity the wretch 
whom you muſt deſpiſe, when-you have 
peruſed it, which muſt not be till I ſhall 
be releaſed from this worid of miſery, 
and gone to that unchangeable tate, that 
juſt tribunal, where I muſt account for 
my innumerable offences. I charge you 
to fulfil the requeſt I make in this paper, 
and may no action of your life ſubject 
you to the excruciating pangs of a guilty 


conſcience. 


Here ſhe ceaſed ſpeaking, and held 
out the paper. I t-ok it, and aſſured 
her there was no requeſt of hers within 
my power that I would not fully comply 
with; requeſted ſhe would compoſe her- 
ſelf, and as her diſorder had taken a fa- 
vourable turn, ſhe might live to atone 
for thoſe offences that dwelt ſo ſtrong on 
her mind. In anſwer to me ſhe obſerv- 
ed, that ſhe well knew it would be im- 


| poſſible ſhe could long ſurvive; that ſhe 


had been borne down with affliftions for 
ſome time; that my arrival at Abbyville 
. had 
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tent, whilſt her ſoul was tortured with 


had made * partake of amuſements 
that were foreign to her heart; but ſhe. 
ſtrove to keep up the appearance of con- 


anguiſh. The tide has at laſt over- 
whelmed me, continued ſhe, and I re- 
ſign myſelf to the all-juſt and all-merciful *X 
Being, who diſpoſes of us as he ſees beſt. - 
She then ſaid ſhe would endeavour to get 
a little reſt, as ſhe had a conflict to go 
thro' ſhe had not ſpirits to ſupport. on 
this [ retired, and muſt here ceaſe from 1 
writing more, it being near two o'clock © 
in the morning. In my next I will give 
you ſome farther particulars; till then, Y 
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IN about two hours after, as I ſat muſ- 
ing on what had paſſed, I heard 2 
violent ſcream, and flew to the place 
whence 
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whence it proceeded, which was Lady 
Gertruce's apartment, and found her at- 
tendants endeavouring to recover Julia 
from a fainting fit. It was not long be- 
fore they ſucceeded ; but ſoon after I en- 
tered, on ſeeing me, ſhe cloſed her eyes 
again. Finding my preſence was difa- 
greeable, I turned to leave the room, 
when Lady Gertrude, who was ſitting up, 
ſupported by pillows, called to me. Do 
not go, Sir Charles, ſaid ſhe, this is the 
young lady TI folicited your protection 
for. Come hither, Julia, look not ſo 
diſtantly on Sir Charles; he never injured . 
yau intentionally : it is I only you have 
to blame for your unmerited fufferings ; 
put confidence in him, he will not prove 
unworthy of it. The young lady made 
no anſwer but by her tears. — Do not im- 


bitter my laſt moments, my dear Julia, 


by this exceſs of affliction; you can feel 
no loſs of me, as I never acted in the ca- 


pacity I ſhould have done by you. By 


my will I have left you the free diſpoſal 
of a large fortune, as the only compen- 
Vor. I, B ſation 
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£386 
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. ation in my power, for my paſt conduct Mt 
towards you : | hope it will be in ſome 4 
part the means of procuring you happi- 
neſs. —Oh! madam, ſaid Julia, riſing and 
throwing herſelf on her knees by the 
bedſide, do not ſpeak to me of ſufferings, 
I never was unhappy ; this I account the 
bittereſt moment of my life; all other 
misfortunes were ideal compared to this 
ſevere one of loſing you at the very mo- 
ment I found you every thing that was 7 
amiable the tendereſt, the beſt ß 
friends: it is too much to ſupport, (let- 
ting her head fall on the bed, and giving 
free vent to her tears and ſobs, which 
almoſt rent her boſom)— l thank thee, 
my God, exclaimed Lady Gertrude, raiſ- 
ing her hands, it is fit | ſhould bear the 
full weight. Julia aroſe, and drying her 
eyes with her handkerchief. —Pardon me, 
madam, for adding to the pangs you ſuf- Wm 
fer; I will ſtifle this ſorrow ; permit me 
to attend you while it pleaſes God to let 
Jou remain here; I will no wore diſturb 
"FOR with this unavailing affliction. She 
then 
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then turned to me—Can you, fir, par- 


don the effects of a prejudice I had con- 
ceived againſt you? I am now conviticed 
how unjuſtly. No apology is neceſſary, 
dear madam; you muſt have cauſe to 
think cf me to my diſadvantage; as 
that is I hope removed, I ſhall be proud 


of your future good opinion, Lady Ger- 


trude ſeemed pleaſed at what I faid ; ſhe 
ſaid ſhe wiſhed to get a little reſt ; I left 


the room, ſaying I would walk over to 


Mr. Darcy's, and hoped to find her bet- 
ter on my return.—Yes, 1 truſt I ſhall be 
better ſhortly, anſwered ſhe; God bleſs 
you. I went to Darcy's, but found no 
one at home, except young Darcy and 
his eldeſt ſiſter. They both rallied me 


- moſt unmercifully on the dolefulneſs cf 


my looks. Miſs Darcy aſked me, laugh- 


ing, if her ladyſhip had laid injunctions 
on me not to marry again. This queſ- 


tion would have been anſwered in a man- 


ner no way pleaſing to the lady, had not 
the entrance of her mother and ſiſter 


Emily put a ſtop to the converſation. 
1 — They 


— 


28 THE RECLUSE. 


They both enquired for Lady Gertrude ; 
the latter made me ſome compliments on 
my humanity, for confining myſelf to a 
fick houſe. I ſaid I did not deſerve her 
encomiums ; that it was what every man 
of feeling would do in my ſituation —Oh, 
cried Miſs Darcy, now you grow quite 
ſerious, and conſequently quite ſtupid; ü 
but indeed Emily makes every one ſo 
with her dull remarks,—You wrong your Y ; 
-fiſter, madam, ſaid I; her remarks do 
equal juſtice to her head and heart.—O ! 
certainly, for ſhe praiſed: you. Young 
Darcy, whoſe favourite Emily is, faid 
ſoftly, Huſh ! huſh ! Bell, don't be envi- 
ous. She darted a look at him highly 
expreſſive of reſentment, and flung out 
of the room. I took my leave ſoon af- 
ter, and returned home. On my arrival 
at my own houſe, I enquired for Lady 
Gertrude, and was told ſhe was aſleep. 
1ſent up my compliments to Miſs Julia, 
requeſting her company to dinner. She 
. defixed'to be excuſed, as the doctor gave 
TO 5 that io her ladyſhip a- 
ke# | |. . woke, 
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THE RECLUSE, 20 
woke, ſhe would not live half an hour, 
and ſhe could not think of leaving her 
apartment until ſhe performed the laſt 
ſad office. Lady Gertrude ſlept near four 
hours, and on her awaking deſired to ſee 
me. When I came into her room, julia 
was ſupporting her in her arms. wiſh- 
ed to lee you once more, Sir Charles, 
ſaid the, holding out her hand, which 1 
took in mine; you will be ſhortly releaſ- 
ed from an engagement, which muſt have. 

been irkſome to you; I intreat your par- 
don for robbing you of thoſe years of 
happineſs you might have enjoyed with 
a more deſerving woman ; but I truſt it 
is not toolate; there are many years of joy 
nd happineſs before you, when I ſhall 
be no more remembered. I have no 
doubt but the woman of your choice will 
be a worthy one; and I make it a re- 
queſt, whenever that happens, that Julia 
may find a friend and protectreſs in her; 
her own merit will enſure her regard 
when once known to her. For your part, 
my dear, turning to Julia, 1 deſire you 
B 3 will 
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will be guided by Sir Charles; I am con- 
| fident he will iatereſt himſelf in whatever 
is conducive to your happineſs. Think 
on my faults without reſentment; and 
| let my ſtory be a warning to you not to 
iii let a falſe pride tyranniſe over any noble *M 

| or tender paſſion. I hope the bitter re. 
morſe I have long felt for my follies, has 
made my peace with heaven: I have an 
humble confidence in the Father of 
Mercy. 

After theſe words, faintly anos, 
ſhe held up her hands for ſome time, and 1 
employed herſelf in ſilent prayer; hen 
laying her head on the pillow, and faint MM 
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ly breathing a laſt ſigh, ſhe recommended 
her ſoul to her all-gracious Creator, and 
expired in peace. 9 
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by the acuteneſs of her feelings, ſunk at 
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Tun Kreil us see WM 
this ſad moment into a fainting fit, and for 
ſome time appeared lifeleſs; we tried all 
means to recover her, and at length ſuc- 
cerded. On her recovery, I prevailed 
on her to quit the diſmal ſcene, and by 
degrees the recovered ſome compolure, 
but requeited I would permit her to paſs 
the evening alone. I acquieſced, and 
me retired to her apartment. 

The ſad ſcene I had been witnefs to, 


not only affected, but perfectly grieved 


me; for tho! the diſparity of Lady Ger- 


trude's and my years prevented me from 


entertaining a violent paſſion for her, I 
always held her in the higheſt eſteem ; 
and ſhe commanded all my gratitude, as 
I judged her ſole motive for marrying 
me, was to prevent my being far more 
diſagreeably matched, which would have 
been the caſe, had I married Lord L—s 
daughter, the lady deſigned for me by 
my father, whoſe commands I dared not 
diſpute on pain of being diſinherited. 

A brief recital of the ſtory may not be 
amiſs, my dear Frank. 


B 4 When 
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When !] returned to England from the 
tour of Europe, it was with no other 
thought but being deſtined to perpetual 
miſery with a woman I could not love. 
Had I five hundred a year at that time, 
I would not have heſitated a moment at 
rejecting her; but ſituated as | was, you 7% 
may gueſs I had no alternative. You can 8 
form no idea of my ſurpriſe at being told 
HM on my arrival, that I muſt prepare to Y 
viſit Lady Gertrude Leſby, as ſhe was the 
lady I was ſhortly to be united to. My Af 
heart bounded with joy at the mention 1 
of her name; I aſked my father, in a- 
mazement, if he was ſerious. He aſſur- 
ed me he was, and that every matter re- 
lative to our intended union was agreed 
upon. 1 ſcarce believed myſclf awake, 
ſo overjoyed was I at this intelligence ; 
for tho' I had never ſeen Lady Gertrude, 
I had heard ſome years before of her be- 
ing a great beauty, poſſeſſed of a large 
fortune, and of her having refuſed ſome 
of the greateſt matches in the kingdom. 


To be diftinguiſhed by her flattered my 
vanity, 
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vanity, and I certainly looked upon her 
as an angel of light, when compared to 
my former deſtined belpmate. I paid 
her 1adyſhip a viſit next day after my ar- 
rival. She was a fine woman, but ſome 
years older than I before imagined her 
to be. She received me with an air of 
dignity and politeneſs, and ſeemed per- 
fectly at caſe. I was, on the contrary, 
"33 greatly embarraſſed ; I knew not how to 
7} addreſs a woman on the ſubject of love 
very near old enough to be my mother, 
She, however, quickly releaſed me from 
my embarraſſment, by entering with 
much facility and force on different to- 
pics of converſation. In ſhort,” we were 
married ſoon afterwards ; but during the 
performance of the ceremony, her lady- 
ſhip underwent violent agitation : being, 
however, at that time miſtreſs of her paſ- 
ſions, ſhe collected her ſpirits, and ap- 
peared the remainder of the day in per- 
fect compoſure. At night when I relir- 
ed, I was a good deal ſurpriſed at receivs 
ing a note, giving me to underſtand, dat 

B 5 | i muſt 
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I muſt diſpenſe with the company of my 
7 bride. J judged it to be ſome ſudden 


caprice, and reſolved to take no notice- 


In the morning I was met by a Miſs 


Manly, an intimate friend of my lady, 
who informed me, that her friend de- 


figned to live with me on no other terms 


than our keeping feparate apartments ; 


as ſhe had no motive in marrying me, 


but to prevent a match which I had ex- 


preſſed the ſtrongeſt repugnance to, ſhe 
expected me to acquieſce in her propo- 
fal. I was going to remonſtrate on this 


matter, but was told I had no buſineſs to 
expoſtulate, for my lady was determin- 


ed. This meſſage was delivered in ſo 
peremptory a manner, that it left no room 


for argument; I therefore told Miſs Man- 
ly, that as her ladyſhip had conſulted my 


peace of mind by her late act, ſheſhonld 


not find me ungrateful for the favour ; 


and tho' I could wiſh ſhe had not taken 


fo extraordinary a reſolution, yet I would 


leave her perfect miſtreſs of her own 
conduct relating to the preſent matter. 


Her 
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Her ladyſhip has kept her reſolution 
theſe five years. During the firſt two we 
conſtantly reſided in one houſe together; 
at the end of that time ſhe went down to 
Wales, and has lived either there or at 
Abbyville ever ſince. I loft no time, 


you may be ſure, my dear Frank, in 
opening the packet; the contents have a 


good deal ſurpriſed me; I deſign in my 


next to tranſcribe them for your peruſal. 


E would ſet off for town. immediately, but 
for the ill ſtate of health Julia is in; ſhe 
has had a ſevere trial, which has greatly 


affected her ſpirits, and I cannot think 


of leaving her while their lowneſs conu- 


nues.. Miſs Manly, who lives in this 


ncighbourbocd, is alſo very ill with a 
nervous complaint, or J ſhould not fear 
leaving Julia, as ſhe is much in her fa- 


vaur, and would take every method to 
diſpel her melancholy, did her health per- 


mit her. My taper warns-me it is time: 


to have done; ſo good night. 


C. MIDDLETON. 


LETTER 


THE RECLUSE, 
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In Continuation. 


A 81 judge of your impatience by 
what I ſhould feel myſelf on a ſimilar oc- 
caſion, I haſten to gratify your cui ioſity. 
The taſk I have undertaken, I fear, I 
ſhall find tedious. You, who know the 
indolence of my temper, can form a 
judgment of my willingneſs to oblige you, 


if I tranſcribe ſo many ſheets for your 


amuſement; but I am trifling inſtead of 
informing. Take it then in her lady- 
ſhip's own words. 


The Hiſtory of te . Lefby. 


E HE 3 packet was . 


only for the peruſal of my daughter j u- 


lia; but 1 find it impoſſible to keep 
longer concealed what has been a conti- 


nual ſource of miſery io me. Your pe- 


netrating 
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netrating eye, Sir Charles, muſt have 
marked my confuſion yeſterday, but you 
know not what to attribute it to; you 
think me unjuſt to a young lady in this 
houſe, but you can form no idea to what 
a pitch I have carried that injuſtice. 
The conſciouſneſs of having ated wrong 
is no atonement; it is fit I ſhould com». 
municate at large my enormities to the 
ſeveral perſons whom 1 am accountable to 
for my actions. Sir Char les Middleton has 
a claim to my confidence, from the tie that 
unites us, and the uniform gentleneſs of 
his conduct towards me. Take then, ſir, 
the particulars of a life, marked by er- 
ror in one inſtance, and rendered miſer- 
able by a conduct the reſult of it. 


Lady Gertrude's Narrative, 


M father, the late Earl of M—--n, 
—_ had eleven children, who all died in their 
8 infancy, except my brother, Lord Leſby, 

and myſelf. He was younger than 1 
* two Ws. As there were but two 

e "nn 
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ſpared out of ſo large a ſtock, and the 


earl being maſter of an immenſe for- 


tune, we were gratified in our infancy 
with every thing our hearts could form. 
We never experienced the ſmalleſt con- 
tradiction from our parents, and therefore 


would not brook with it from any other 
perſon. 
even diſpoſition; and affable to every 
creature. He loved me exceedingly, 


Lord Leſby was of a gentle, 


and as I had the advantage in point 


of age, I was his monitor on every occa- 


ſion; not the ſmalleſt matter would he 
As to 
myſelf, 1 was of a quite different caſt, 
being haughty and reſerved to my inferi- 
ors. This pride prevented me from hav- 
ing a very numerous acquaintance, . and 
1 may add, from acquiring many friends; 
for my equals were diſguſted at the air 
of ſuperiority-I aſſumed over them; while 
thoſe in the next rank were mortified at 
the neglect I publicly treated. them with. 


- [There was one young lady with whom I 


was extremely intimate; I cannot ſay I 


1 
G * 
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Had a friendſhip for her, as I envied her 
the rank ſhe held above me, ſhe being 
eldeſt daughter to the Duke of B 
however, we poſſeſſed each other's confi- 
dence. I was about eighteen, and my 
brother ſixteen, when there was a gen- 
tleman recommended by the duke for my 
brother's tutor. Here my pride received 
a ſhock, on being told he muſt be treat- 
ed, in every reſpect, as one of the fami- 
ly. I made all the objections my inven- 
tion could furniſh me with againſt this 
familiarity, but to no effect. My father, 
who was willing to humour all my whims, 
promiſed to enquire particularly after his 
family; if it was a good one, he ſhould 


= be admitted immediately; if not there 


muſt be another ſought for. As it was 
abſolutely neceſſary to have a perſon in 
that capacity, heaccordingly enquired of 
the duke ſome particulars of his family, 
who informed him, that Mr. Haſtings, 
the gentleman in queſtion, was nephew 
to the preſent Lord Leſſington: that his 
GEN? had eloped with his father, a 
gentleman 
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40 THE RECLUSE. 
gentleman of good family, but ſmall for- 
tune, at a time when there was a treaty 
of marriage going forward between her 
and Lord George D=——r, Her bro- 
ther was ſo irritated againſt her for mar- 
y ing againſt his inclination, that he 


would never give her any fortane, or be- 
reconciled to her. 


She was therefore 
obliged to relinquiſh her family and no- 
ble proſpects, and retire into the coun- 
ry with the huſband of her choice. 


LETTER NS 
In Continuation. 


F O R four years ſhe never regretted 
the ſplendor ſhe had quitted, ſhe being 
completely happy, tho! not in affluence. 
At the end of that time, it pleaſed heaven 
to deprive her of a huſband on whom her 


foul doated. The violence of her grief 


1 upon her health, and in a ſhort 
time 
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I 1 time proved fatal: ſhe ſurvived him but 
Y a few months, leaving an infant of three 
years old to the care of an uncle (a bro- 

| SZ F-1 ther of her huſband) who was appointed- 
guardian and ſole executor of his fortune. 
X His uncle took him home, and as he 
grew up, ſpared no expence on his edu- 
cation. Maſters of all kinds were em- 
XX ployed, and by the time he attained his 
eighteenth year, he poſſeſſed every ac- 
J compliſhment requiſite to a gentleman z 
all that was wanting to render him com- 
4 E plete, was the taking the grand tour. 
is uncle, in ſhort, devoted entirely to 
"A of the cultivation of his mind, ſpent his 
A N hole income on his education, ſo that 
ohen he came of age he had nothing to 
= re He had, indeed, ſome hopes 
1 from Lord Leſſ ington, his mother's bro- 
AY bh and deſigned to wait on him, which 
he accordingly did, accompanied by his 
uncle. Haſtings. His lordſhip, on their 
being introduced, aſked bim bluntly his 
buſineſs. His uncle anſwered for him. 
| that he came to ſolicit his affection, which, 
as 
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as a near relation, he had ſome claim to. 
His lordſhip, who had ſeemed to baniſh 
all kind of parental feelings, obſerved, 
that his ſiſter, by all ying herſelf to a beg- 
gar, had forfeited every claim to his af- 
fection and friendſhip, and he would ne- 
ver look on her offspring as in any degree 
related to him The elder Mr. Haſtings, 
on delivery of this ſpeech, turned to his 
nephew, (who was almoſt deprived of the 
power of utterance, ſuch an effect had 


the foregoing diſcourſe on him) Come, 


Edmund,“ faid he, © it is not amongſt 
your noble relations you muſt ſeek friend- 


ſhip or independence; the ſpecimen you 
have now received of his lordſhip's bene- 
yolence, may teach you what to expect 
in future.” Thus ſaying, he quited the 
room, accompanied by his nephew, who 
had not ſpoke during the preceding con- 
verſation, but in going out, made his 
lordſhip a profound bow, accompanied 


with a look expreſſive of ineffable con- 


tempt. His hopes on his lordſhip were 
now entirely fruſtrated, As his income 
| Was 
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was inſufficient to procure him the means 
ot taking the tour, a meaſure he was de- 
W termined on at all events, the impetuoſity 


| 1 of youth deſpiſing the ſuggeſt ions of pru- 
dence, he, aided by his uncle, who had 


more good nature than foreſight, mort- 
gaged his eſtate for five thouſand pounds, 
and with this ſum ſet out on his travels. 


He continued abroad upwards of two 


"XÞ& years, and returned to England, not as 
our modern Jacky Bulls, who pick up 
the vices and follies of every nation they 
paſs thro' and overlook their virtues and 


| [ good qualities, but a complete finiſhed 


8 N 
I % 1 
. 91 — 
Pl... 27 wa * « 
©. * entleman 
Yo PSs 4 £2 * 
YM >. - 
. 
2 N 4 
7 . - 
"x "0 
» * . 


7 e 


Hz aid his duty to his uncle . 
diately on his arrival, who received him 
affectionately. During his ſtay with him, 
he became acquainted with a gentleman 


of 


TIES 
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of large fortune, who promiſed to exert 
his tatereſt to procure him a place under 
government, He ſpoke highly in his 
favour to the Duke of B-——, one day 
that his grace dined with him; who, af 
ter enquiring particularly into his ſtory, 
gave him a preſſing invitation to paſs 
ſome time at his houſe, and aſſured him 
he would procure him a lucrative em- MM 
ployment in a ſhort time, *_ 
He lived in his grace's family near a 
year, but no place became vacant, that 
his grace thought worthy his acceptance. 
His ſituation, from what cauſe 1 know 
not, at this time became diſagreeable to 
him; he expreſſed a wiſh to the duke to 
become tutor to ſome young nobleman. 
His grace endeavoured to diſſuade him 
from the reſolution he had formed, as he 
meant to provide more advantageouſly 
for him ; but finding him averſe to the 
means propoſed, and that he was deter- 
mined to carry his own reſolution into 
effect, he recommended him to my fathet 
in ſuch advantageous terms, that he was 
immediate ly accepted. 
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Tr Theſe particulars I learned from the 
3 MW | carl the day after I made the objections 
F to him, The recital of them pleaſed 
3 me, for I had often heard Lady Frances 
Y ; \ the elegant Haſtings, who, ſhe ſaid, 
Þ Woutſhone, both in intellectual and perſoe 
| b Wnal accompliſhments, all the young men 
1 of faſhion about town. Tho' theſe en- 
acomiums, by hearing them often repeat- 
ed, were ſufficient to raiſe my curioſity, 
8 9 never felt the ſlighteſt deſire to ſee him, 
| *M the want of rank and fortune threw, 
a n my opinion, a ſhade over all his good 
uvalities, 
4 . On the day appointed for his becom- 
A oo ng pregeptor to my brother, the duke's 
an. family was invited to dine with us. * 
3 Nei unuſually uneaſy all that morning, 
8 K Ind could by no means account for i It. 
| 3 fThe time paſſed ſlowly until they arriv- 
E T7 but when that moment approached, 
Þ Vora would be too poor to convey to you 
an idea of my feelings, on the duke's ad- 
vancing to my mother, leading a young 
eentleman of a more graceful and noble 
preſence 
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grace many thanks for. ſo valuable an ac- 


preſence than can be conceived—** This, 
my lady, is Mr. Haſtings, the gentleman 
who is to be honoured with the ſuperin- 
tendency of Lord Leſby's education.” 
My mother received them with a digni- 
fied addreſs, and ſaid—<* I owe your 


quiſition ; for __ I am ſure this gentle- | Mp 
man will prove.” He returned her thanks 7 i 
for her good opinion, in the moſt eaſy, 
polite terms. The duke then led him to 3 
me—* Give me leave, Lady Gertrude, 
to introduce Mr. Haſtings ; you'll find = 
him worthy your efteem.” I bowed my | 
head, but felt ſo confuſed, I was not able 1 
to articulate a ſyllable. My father and Nj 
brother, who had ofteu ſeen him before, | 1 
but had forborne to ſay any thing in his 4 
favour, being willing he ſhould make the 3 
firſt impreſſions himſelf tohis advantage, Ne 
came up and joined in converſation with Z 1 
him and the duke. For my part, I wa 
rendered incapable of ſpeaking by the 
ſurpriſe his preſcnce threw me into, for 
he ſurpaſſed the moſt flattering idea | 

could 


wy 
| 
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1 could form of him. I walked over to 
Me the other ſide of the room, where I found 
my mother laviſhing the moſt extravagant 
encomiums on him to the ducheſs and 
[ 5. Lady Frances. I was ſtill ſilent; but 
I tho' l joined not in his praiſe, my heart 
1 & ſecretly applauded every thing that was 
aid in his favour. 


LETTER wa 


In Continuation, 


= A F T E R dinner, Lady Frances took 
nme by the arm, and led me into the gar- 
* en. When we had got a few paces 
1 his from the houſe, ſhe exclaimed, with a 
1 W {igh— How bleſt will you be in the ſoci- 
2 | ety of this charming fellow! m y dear 
8 Gertrude ; I cannot forbear envying you, 
I for 1 feel I ſhall regret the loſs of him 

7 moſt ſeverely. I turned and looked full 
at her—Surely, ſaid J, half laughing, 
| + you 
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for he never paid me the ſlighteſt attenti- 


— —— 


have no apprehenſions for me, Lady 


| ſhe haſtily, (ſeeing I was hurt at the ſup- 
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you are not ſerious. Too much ſo for my 
peace, anſwered ſhe; tho' I had nothing 
to expect, had he even remained with us, 


on but what was conſiſtent with cold po- 
liteneſs; but then 1 had him daily in 
view, and was conſtantly bleſt with his 
elegant converſation.—And you really x 
love him ?—Ah! take care that you do 
not alſo, Gertrude; it is almoſt impoſſi- 1 
ble to behold him with indifference; 
would I had never ſeen him !—You need 


Frances, replied I, fomewhat piqued; E | 
I did not refuſe ſo many men of rank 
and fortune, to reſerve myſelf for one ſo i 
very deficient in both theſe particulars. Wl 
Ah! forgive me, my dear, rejoined 


poſition of liking him) J ſcarce know 8 
what to ſay; but it is the hope, that you 1 
will not think ſo favourably of him as | 8 
do, encourages me to make this confefii- YZ 
on. I fear it is a diſcovery he has made 1 
of my ſentiments in his favour, has made 

| him 
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him ſo anxious to leave our houſe, for 


his ſoul is too noble to accept the hand of 
a woman on u hom he could not place 
his affections. This thought mortifies 
me exceedingly; for, indelicate as it 
may ſcem, nothing but the dread of a re- 
fafal prevents me from making him an 
offer of my hand and fortune.—f confeſs, 
replied I, the man ſeems every thing that 
is capable of inſpiring the ſoft paſijon ; 
but ſuppoſing he returned your affection, 
could you hope for the duke's conſent to 


ſuch a prepoſterous union? My father 


ed; 
ank a 
lars. object is fo worthy, and fo particularly 
ined 4 1 


loves me, ſaid ſhe, and I believe would 
not withhold his conſent, where the hap- 
pineſs of life is at ſtake, eſpecially as the 


eſteemed by him.—He might change his 


opinion of him, faid I, on finding he had 


gained the affeclions of his daughter. 
His ideas of happineſs are, I dare ſays 
different from yours, and he will ſcarce 
think a few perſonal qualifications'an 
equivalent for thirty thouſand pounds.— 


Ah, cruel! ſhe exclaimed, why will you 


Vol. 5 'C raiſe 
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raiſe more barriers in my imagination ? 
the doubt of his affection is ſufficient to 
drive me to diſtraction, without a thought 
of any other.—Well, well, ſaid I, inter- 
rupting her, you ſeem determined to be 
fooliſh, therefore I ſhall not attempt to A 
reaſon with you. But 1 muſt intreat your 
aſſiſtance, ſhe replied. The footing of Y 
| Intimacy you'll live on with him, will 
give you an opportunity of enquiring in- 
to the Nate of his heart, a thing I could 
nev er do, from the conſciouſneſs of feel- 
ing too much concerned in the enquiry ; 
tho' I fear, added ſhe with a ſigh, he has 
diſcovered ſymptoms enough to his advan- 
tage, and has not thought proper to avail 
himſelf of them. —Then you had better 
think no more of him, ſaid I, ſince he 
ſeems ſo inſenſible of the honour you do 
him. I can perceive, from the coolneſs 
of your reaſoning, replied ſhe, that you 
have never loved, therefore can have no 
idea of the conflicts in my breaſt ; even 
pride, our ſex's beſt friend in ſuch caſes, 
cannot inſpire me with ſufficient courage 
| to 
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THE RECLUSE. — 
to drive him from my heart. Hard as 
the taſk is, 1 would, however, inſtant- 
ly ſet about it, did I not hope, that this 
indifference proceeded from a principle 
of honour ; and that he would not take 
advantage of the partiality of the daugh- 
ter of his benefactor, for in that light he 
conſiders the duke. On this thought reſts 
9 my only hope; but if once convinced of 
= his indifference, or of his affections be- 
ing placed on another, I would give him 
up for ever, and fix on whatever perſon 
my father thought proper for me. I was 
affected at her manner of pronouncing 
88 this ſpeech, and aſſured her, if I could 
AM poſſibly ſerve her, without ſeeming too 
3 much intereſted, ſhe might depend on 
me; and that I would certainly think of 
1. means to bring about this intereſt⸗ 
ing enquiry. She embraced me, weep- 
= ig—1 know my dear Gertrude will be 
as tender of my fame as of her own; J 
need not bid you aq with delicacy; 
your own prudence will dictate to you 
better than I can, blinded as Jam with 
C2: ': ' "paſſion; 
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paſſion ; but remember the information 
vou can give, muſt form the happineſs 
or mifery of my future life, 

We now returned to the company, my | 


Fpirits being much lowered by the con- 
verſation 1 had been engaged in. The 


duke, my father, and Haftings, were en- 
gaged in a converfation concerning the 
manners of different countries. AsT was 
now lefs embarraſſed than I had been at 


His firſt entrance; and he being differently 


* 


J. 
r 


engaged, it gave me an opportunity of 
examining him with attention, without 
ſeeming to do ſo. I perceived he poſ- 
ſeſſed numberleſs perfections, amongſt 
which the graces of ſpeech were not the 
leaſt. He delivered his remarks and opi- 
nion in ſuch, graceful, eaſy, unaffected 
terms, as charmed his hearers, and added 
to the eſteem they had already conceived 
for him. The ſtrong partiality Lady 
Frances entertained for him, now no 
longer ſurpriſed me; every moyement of 
Bis features, and turn of. his voice, had 
ſomething ſo inexpreffbiy engaging in 


it, 
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it, as penetrated to the ſoul. It was with 
difficulty ſhe hid her concern, as the time | 
approached for them to take their leave 


(for we were to go into the country next 


day). I was fearful of her expoſing her- 
ſelf, and ſtrove to keep up her ſpirits; 


ſhe made her adieus however, better 


than I expected, and relieved me exceed- 
ingly ; for, from the ſample I had of her 
tgmper in the garden, I thought the 


parting muſt be dreadful to her. 


L k T T R R IX. 


0 
In Continuation, 


Mk Haſtings roſe every day in the 


eſteem of all who had an opportunity of 
converſing with him; no tongue retnain- 
ed ſilent in his praiſe except mine. He 


treated me with a diſtant politeneſs am 


reſerve, which ſtung my pride. Uſed as 
[ was to compliments and flattery, from 
whatever men [ converſed with, I could 


4 not 


11 
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not brook, with patience, ſuch ſtoical i in- 
difference from a perſon where attention 
would be far from diſagreeable. At one 
lime, I inclined to think it was want of 
ſenſibility ; but the next moment brought 
to my memory ſome act of his, which 
convinced me he poſſeſſed a large ſhare 
of i l NY 
Some time paſſed over in this manner, 
when I recollected my promiſe to Lady 
Frances, and reſolved to throw aſide that 
haughtineſs for which I was ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed, and treat him with the freedom 
of a brother, in order to come at this ſe- 
cret ſo intereſting to my friend. 1 did 
not then imagine ſelf was concerned, and 
preſently put my reſolution in practice. 
[would frequently interrupt my brother 
and him at their ſtudies, inſiſt on their 
accompanying me in a walk, on a viſit, 
or other oecaſions. Theſe civilities were 
always received by him with apparent 
ſatisfaction : but ſtill he kept up that in- 
tolerable reſerve, which, by degrees; in- 
creaſed into a a melanchol y that was ſtrik- 
1 05 ingly 
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ingly viſible. © I was much vexed-tb find 
all my endeavours to bring about an in- 
timacy ſruitleſs, and at a loſs how to ac- 
count for his melancholy, when it ſtruck 
me that he loved Lady Frances, and that 
his abſence from her produced this change 
in him. A ſuggeſtion of this nature 
rouſed my pride, or rather jealouſy, for 
then it was 1 diſcovered 1 loved him; by 
the conflicting paſſions which alteraately 
governed me; but rage and diſappoint- 
ment were predominant. I conſidered 
Lady Frances as a favoured rival, and as 
ſuch marked her as an object of venge= 
ance. - The violent emotions | theſe 
thoughts occaſioned, threw. me into a 
fever, which confined me three weeks; 

it was indeed of the raging kind, but 
ſow, and preyed gradually on my ſpirits. 
At times 4} deſpiſed myſelf for my 

_ weakneſs, and reſolved to drive Haſtinga 
from my thoughts. Vain reſolution 
im poſſible to perform again buſy fancy 
would repreſent Lady Frances as the be- 

| loved object that withheld- his affections 
C 4 from 
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from me: -my reſentment would then de- 
volve againſt her ten thouſand ſchemes 
would I form, to thwart their loves; but 
quit thoſe ſchemes as foon as formed. 
Thus was my mind in continual warfare, 
and my corporeal frame partook of my 
mental uneafineſs, My brother viſited 
me three or four times every day—He 
often ſpoke of Haſtings, and mentioned 
the ſorrow he expreſſed for my illneſs. 
It was balm to my diſtracted mind to hear 
he exprefied ſome concern for me, but 
it could not obliterate the idea of Lady 
Frances being the object of his love, and 
conſequently of my envy and hatred: and 
I reſolved whenever it was in my power, 
to give her proofs of my reſentment. + 
I recoxered but flowly, and had not as 
yet joined the family, when I received a 
_ enter ſtom Lady Frances, filled with en- 
quiries concerning Haſtings, and lament- 
ing ttiat ſtie could not conquer her paſ- 
fon for him. It was ſome conſolation to 
me to know ſhe was as miſerable as my- 
ſelf—— Thank heaven ! (1 exclaimed) 

if 
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if he loves her ſhe knows it not, n6r ever 
ſhall, if I can prevent it.” I feigned my- 
ſelf better, as an excuſe to go down ; for 
1 longed with impatience to behold the 
youth who had wrought ſuch a change 
in my nature as to make me unjuſt to my 
friend; for before my mind became in- 
fected with that fatal paſſion, I did not 
imagine worlds could induce me to act 
the part I was determined to do. I went 
down to dinner, led by Lord Leſby, who 
was overjoyed at my recovery. We found 
only Mr. Haſtings in the dining room 
(Lady M—not having done dreſſing). He 
flew to receive me, but ſtopped, as if 
conſcious of acting wrong, and advanced 
with a flow ſtep ;. then, taking my hand, 
looking tenderly in my face Pardon, 
Lady Gertrude, ſaid he, my firſt impulſe. 
The joy of ſeeing you, after being ſo long 
deprived of that happineſs, made me for 
+ moment forget the feſpect that was: 
due to yd. — Phhaw, pihaw, cried/T, 
vexed at the gravity heaffumed in addrefl- 
18 me, lay aſide this ridiculbus ceremo-- 
C 5 BY 5 
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ny; Ican't endure it from thoſe I eſteem. 
my friends.— And may I flatter myſelf 
{cried he eagerly, his countenance bright- 
ening with joy) that I am ſo happy as to 
be conſidered in that light ?=—Moſt aſ- 
ſuredly ſaid J. Encouraged by this re- 
ply, precipitately delivered in a ſoft but 
animating tone, he raiſed my hand, which 
he had not quitted, to his lips Lady 
Gertrude may be affured, rejoined he 
in the moſt melting tone, there is no per- 
ſon on earth more ſincerely wiſhes her 
happineſs than I, or is more proud of the 
i appellation ſhe has juſt honoured me with, 
which it ſhall be my principal ur; to 
- deſerve the continuance of. 
Il felt my face glowwhile he FIERY 
ing; my hand trembled in his; he per- 
ceived my agitation, but ſuſpected not 
the cauſe, and leading me to a chair, beg- 
ged my forgiveneſs, for letting me ſtand 
ſo long, as he faw I was ſtill very weak. 
When 1 was ſeated, he quitted the room, 
s and left me at liberty to collect my ſpi- 
| rits, which were much fluttered by what 
he 
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he ſaid. - In a few minutes he returned 
with Lady ; ſhe flew, to embrace 
me Thank heaven ! you are reſtored to 
us, my dear child, ſaid ſhz ; eyery brow 
was clouded by your illneſs ; your father 
knew not of your intention of coming 
down to-day, or he would have put off 
his engagement. She uſed many more 
expreſſions of affection and maternal ten- 
derneſs. I felt a purer pleaſure the re- 
mainder of that day, than I had ever ex- 
perienced before; I was ſenfible of the 
kindneſs of my parents and brother; and 
the probability of being dear to Haſtings, 
diffuſed a joy over my heart it had long 
been a ſtranger to. How bleſt might my 
future life have been, had I continued in 
the ſame frame of mind ! but returning 
health baniſhed the. detightful ſeaſations 
I then experienced, and gave me up a 
prey to paſſions, perhaps too Rrong for 
zeaſon to controul, 
It being my firſt day af 'coming Fes 
my mother intreated me 10 retire early. 
1 could not refuſe complying, tho 1 ge- 
ver 
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ver felt ſo ſtrong an inelination for ſtay- 
ing. My brothet aroſe to conduct me 
to the door of my apartment. In pay- 
ing my compliments, I met Haſtings's 
eyes they looked unuterable ſoftneſs— 
I could not be miſtaken, and my emoti- 
ens of joy can be better imagined than 
deſcribed. I paſſed that night quite dif- 
ferent from my former ones; reflecting 
with pleaſure on the tratiſactions of the 
day, I fell imo a repoſe, which can only 
be enjoyed when the heart is perfectly 
at eaſe. When 1 awoke next morning, 
I felt - myſelf conſiderably recovered; 
and, when dreſſed, paid my mother a 
viſit in her dreſſing room. We went 
down ſtairs together, and found the earl 
and Lord Leſby in the parlour. Mr. 
Haſtings did not make his appearance the 
whole day. This ſurpriſed and alarm- 
ed me; yet I durſt not make any en- 
quiries concerning him; being appre- 
henſive of my brother diſcovering my 
weakneſs, Twas cautious . 1 
8 c * . | y 
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The ablence of Haſtings gave me 
much diſquietude, as it at that time af- 
forded me ſtriking proof of his indiffer- 
ence. The viſtons of yeſterday: were en- 
tirely diſpelled, and I fell into my for- 
mer train of thoughts. As I ſeldom faw 
him but in my brother's preſence, I was 
at a: loſs how to act. That he loved ſome 
one ſ was convinced; but how to come 
at the knowledge of the perſon beloved 
puzzled me not a liitle; for, from the 
firſt day of my coming down, he took 
no particular notice of me, but rather 
ſnunned me more than uſual; which 
proceeding convinced me, that I was not 
the beloved object. 

Tho' Igained ſtrength * my 5 
continued extremely low. My father was 
alarmed, and phyſicians were again call 
ed in, who gave their opinions, that it was 
a return of the indiſpoſition I had lately 
recovered from, and ordered me to Bath 
to drink the waters. As the ſeaſon was 
now advancing, preparations were im- 
mediately made for our journey. ol 
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One evening previous to our departure, 
as my father, Mr. Haſtings, and I, were 
fitting together, the latter appeated ex- 
tremely dull, which my father obſerving, 
turned to me and faid—1I believe Mr. 
Patings' has as much need for the Bath 
_ns'you, Gertrude; for he ſeems to the full 
as low ſpirited. To this remark Haſtings 
anſwered, that his low ſpirits were habi- 
tual, and it was not in the power of the 

Bath to remove them. He went cut ſoon 

after, and the earl, as was his uſual cuſ- 

tom aſter dinner, fell into a doze, upon 
which I got up, and walked into the gar- 
den. I ſtaid there ſome time, and was 
on the point of returning to the houſe, 
when I perceived Mr. Haſtings in a dif- 
tant walk. His arms were folded, and 
he appeared loſt in thought. He could 
not ſee me without turning round; I te- 
ſolved to come upon him unperceived, 
and accordingly eroſſed the walks that 
led to him, and came quite eloſe before 
he perceived me, being entirely abſorbed 
in meditation, Mr. Haſtings, ſaid 1, 
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what happy fair one engages your atten- 
tion? He ſtarted; and turned round, and 
for ſome moments ſeemed at a loſs what 
to ſay. He at laſt began to ſtammer out 
ſomething; but I interrupted him with 
Nay, Mr Haſtings, I don't want to 
know the lady's name, for I think I can 
give a pretty clear gueſs, I turned to go 
as 1 ſaid this, but he eagerly caught hold 
or my gown—Stop a moment for hea- 
ven's fake, Lady Gertrude] cried he; 
if 1 have offended you, I-ſhall be miſer- 
able to the laſt degree; believe me it 
was unintentionally; I meant not to have 
diſcovered my paſſion.—Offended me! 
T exclaimed; ſurely your paſſion for La- 

dy Frances cannot offend me; however, 
you need: be under no apprehenſions; 
I'll not diſcover your ſecret.— For La- 
dy Frances! cried he; pardon me, ma- 
dam, for repeating your words; but it 
amazes me, that you ſhould ſuſpect La- 
dy Frances for being the object of my 

We. - Jlove.—But—be it ſo, added he, after a 
+ Pauſe; I can —I c: can ſtill conceal my pre- 

| : ſumption, 
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ſumption. Pl endeavour—l'll ſtrive to 
conquer my feelings to reſiſt my paſ- 
ſion, be the taſk ever fo hard! | 
He ſpoke theſe words in a broken, inter- . 
rupted voice, and turned from me. I was 
amazed at his manner, but durſt not draw 
a concluſion from it. I felt myſelf grow 
faint, and laid my hand oa the bough of 
a tree to ſupport me; but, overcome 
by a variety of emotions, was ſinking on 
the ground, when he turned his head, 
and perceiving my ſituation, caught me 
in his arms.—\W hat! he exclaimed, has 
my folly occaſioned! Ah! my adorable 
Lady Gertrude, your ſpirits are yet 
weak, and your pity for an unhappy 
man has nearly overpowered them. Do 
not let my fufterings affect you; I would 
die ſooner than cauſe you a moment's in- 
quietude. Pardon my indiſeretion; 1 
hoped to have concealed. my preſumptu- 
__ ous love, but I tear my actions Tone too 
clearly evinced . ak by gd hh 
To this paſſionate 1 — 5 
only anſwer 1 was capable of making 


was 
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was a ſhower of tears, which fell from 
my eyes in abundance, ſo powerfully 
did ſurpriſe and joy operate on me. Haſt- 
ings now threw himſelf on his knees at 
my feet=Good God! cried he, to what 
cauſe am I to attribute thoſe precious 
tears? Dare 1 hope they flow for my 
ſafferings? I raiſed my head, and re- 
queſted he would riſe.—Do not, O] do 

not, cried I, think light of me for this 
expoſure of my weakneſs, Oh! moſt 
adorable of women! exclaimed he, if 
the ſincereſt love that ever warmed the 
human breaſt, be worthy your ſlighteſt. 
conſideration, believe me, you ae in 
full poſſeſſion of it; but do not ſuſpect 
me for hoping any advantage from this 
diſeloſure of my paſſion; I am too, too 
ſenſible of the diſparity of our ſituations, 
and my own demerits, to expect any 
thing but your pity. I interrupted him, 
with intreating him to riſe; and told 
him, whatever my feelings were towards 
him; I was not at liberty to indulge them; 
_ your requeſt he would never again 
enter 
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enter on the ſubject, as it was particular- 
ly diſtreſſing to me.—Enough, madam, 
cried he; your commands are ſufficient; 
Iwill never urge a repetition of my of- 
fence, but by my future conduct, prove 
myſelf not unworthy your eſteem. I 
ſtretched out my hand, which he raiſed 
reſpeafully to his lips, and then requeſt- 
ed he would leave me. I told him I 
found myſelf much diſcompoſed by our 
converſation, and wiſhed for a little time 
to recover myſelf. He aroſe, on my ſay- 
ing this, and ſaid, his only pleaſure would 
be in obeying my commands, be they 
what they would; he then bowed and 
left me. 

Afier his n 1 woke ſoveral 
turns round the walks, to recover my- 
ſelf before I went into the houſe. - I met 
my brother within a few paces of -it—1 
was going in ſearch of you, ſiſter, ſaid 
he; will you take a walk?—No, an- 
ſwered I; I am quite tired, having been 
walking here this hour. Then I muſt 

ſeek Haſtings, replied he; perhaps he 

127415 may 
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may accompany me; if he is not tired 
alſo. He looked at me with meaning 


whilſt he ſpoke, but I made no anſwer, 


and hurrying up the ſteps, proceeded 
immediately to my chamber. Here I 
had liberty to givefull ſcope to my reflec- 
tions on what had paſſed. The pleaſure l 


experienced, at finding myſelf beloved 


by Haſtings, was conſiderably damped 
by the recolleQion of his circumſtances. 


could not ſuffer the idea of marrying a 


man without title or fortune; and it was 
diſtraction—it was madneſs itſelf, to 
think of giving him up for ever. 

My mind continued in a ſtate of ex- 
treme diſquietude and agitation. That 
morning I would have given worlds, if I 
had them, to be convinced of his love; 
but, ſuch is the caprice of the human 
mind, no ſooner had | a certainty of it, 
than my pride, which had ſo long lain 
dormant, roſe to perplex me. It, how- 


ever, gave me no ſmall ſatisfaction, to 


find 1 had him at my diſpoſal; and 1 

went down to tea in a more tranquil ſtate 

than ! had experienced for ſome time. 
LETTER 
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Ne: EITH ee o nor Lord Lef- 


by made their appearance that evening, 
which I was glad of, as I was not prepar- 
ed for the ſcrutinizing eyes of the latter. 
The next day, I wrote to Lady Frances, 
and acquainted her, that Thad queſtioned 
Mr. Haſtings concerning the ſtate of his 
heart : that he owned he had long had 
an attachment to a young lady who viſit- 
ed at his uncle's; but the confined ſtate 
of his circumſtances prevented him from 
paying his addreſſes: that, tho he loved 
her tenderly, and had no hopes of gain- 
ing her, nothing could ſhake his conſtan- 
cy. I then adviſed her to give up all 
thoughts of him, as ſhe might rely on it, 
nothing could ſhake the conſtancy of ſo 
impaſſioned a lover. 1 concluded wy let 
* ter 
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ter with a few condolements on the miſ- 
application of her loye, and was hey i- 
cere friend, &c. 

This letter, in the fulneſs of my heart, 
J could not forbear ſending her, hoping 
it would mortify as well as cure her of 
her paſſion. But I was miſtaken in one 
inſtance; for, tho it certainly mortified. 

it did not cure her ; love made her clear- 
fighted ; ſhe penetrated my defign, and 
ſuſpeAed me of gaining that heart ſhe 
had long fighed for in vain. She, how- 
ever, ſtifled her ſuſpicions for the | pre- 
ſent, and anſwered my letter by return 
of poſt. She thanked me in very polite 
terms, for the trouble J had taken, and 
for my advice, which ſhe was determin- 
ed to- profit by, by accepting of the Earl 
of T——, who had made propofals. to 
the duke; and as he was an amiable and 
accompliſhed nobleman, ſhe doubted not 
of ſoon being ſenſible of his merit. She 
added, that my letter came in good time 
to ſtrengthen her in a reſolution ſhe had 
almoſt formed before ſne received it. $4 
- This i= 
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This letter, written in a ſtile ſo direct- 
ly contrary to my expectations, greatly 
ſurpriſed me. I could not then ſuſpect 
her of art, as ſhe never deceived me, and 
ſeemed to be naturally of an ingenuous 
diſpoſition, I did not, however, give 
perfect credit to the contents of her let- 
ter, until ſome days after that, my fa- 
ther told me he had received one from 
the duke, inſorming him of his daugh- 
ter's intended nuptials. 

This account, I own, gave me ſome 
uneaſineſs. I was diſappointed at her 
being ſo well content with the loſs of 
Haſtings, and much diſpleaſed at myſelf, 
for giving him reaſon to think he was not 
indifferent to me; yet I had no great 
reaſon to feel much pain on this account, 
for he aſſumed no air on the encourage- 
ment 1 had given, only he did not ſhun 
me ſo much as formerly. 


r 7'uk 
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LETTER I 
| In Continuation. 


Tu IN GS were in this train, when 
we ſet off for Bath. There was a vaſt 
deal of company at this place of faſhion- 
able gaiety ; amongſt the reſt, a Miſs 
Saunders, whom I had been formerly ac- 
quainted with. We renewed our intima- 
cy, and went conſtantly to the rooms 
together. ' One day as Lord Leſby, ſhe, 
and I were walking, a gentleman paſſed 
us, who bowed to my brother. Who is 
that elegant fellow ? ſaid Miſs Saunders ; 
I obſerved I caught his attention the mo- 


ment we entered the room, and he has 


kept his eyes fixed on me ever ſince; my 
lord, pray tell me who he is? That, re- 
plied he, is the eldeſt ſon of Lord Mor- 
ton; and let me tell you, you have gained 
no common conqueſt; for Beynon has, 

| till 
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till now been invulnerable by the ſhafts 

of Cupid ; but you were born to ſubdue 

all hearts, my charming Miſs Saunders ! 

added he, looking archly in her face— 

ſhall I introduce this charming fellow? 

O! not for the world, my lord ! I 

ſnould die with confuſion.—Then J ſhall 
be witnels to a ſtrange death, replied he; 
| beſides, it will be meritorious to kill you, 
who have ſo little mercy on the male 
world, that you inflict death-wounds at 
every glance; I ſhall have the thanks of 
both ſexes, this favoured mortal except- 
ed —-Pſhaw, my lord, how can you be 
ſo teizing?-Oh, do not diſgwſe that 
lovely face with a frown; here comes 
the conqueror. Provoking creature 
was all ſhe could utter, without being 
overheard by Beynon, who that inſtant 
advanced towards us. My brother held 
ont his hand to: him-—Where have you 
been this age, Beynon? ſaid he; 1 
thought, by not hearing from you, you 
had taken a trip to Italy,—It was my de- 
_ fign ſome months ago, replied he; but 
I was 


4- 
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I was prevented by Lord Weſtbrook, 
who inſiſted. on my patling the ſummer 
with him in Wiltſhire. I male this my 
way to town, intending to ſtay but a few 
days; but 1 fear, added he, looking at 
me, I ſhall not be able to quit it ſo ſoon, 
I threw a ſlight glance at Miſs Saunders, 
and obſerved ſhe reddened ; I gueſſed it 
was more from vexation at my obſerving 
her, than pleaſure at what Beynon had 
ſaid. My brother introduced him to both 
of us. He bowed to her politely, but 
attached himfelf to me during the time 
we ſtaid in the rooms, which he took 
care ſhould be as long as poſſible. 

Miſs Saunders's mortification at his to- 
tal neglect of her, was ſtrikingly viſible, 
Lord Leſby enjoyed it, for he afterwards 
ſaid ſhe deſerved it for her vanity, and 
his reaſon for ſpeaking to Beynon at that 
time, was purpoſely to mortify her, as 
he was certain ſhe was not the object 
that attracted him, 
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Every day I went to the rooms I was 
ſure of meeting Mr. Beynon, who took 
all opportunities of being near me, and 
ſoon declared himſelf my lover. His 
intimacy with my brother gave him fre- 
quent opportunities of ſecing me, and 
he at length became a frequent viſiter. 
From the firſt time Mr. Haſtings ſaw he 
was of our parties, he grew reſerved, and 
could not be prevailed on to join us. He 
ſhut himſelf up in his chamber with a 
plea of being indiſpoſed. The earl want- 
ed him to have advice, but he refuſed it, 
alledging it was but a flight cold, and 
would ſoon go off. During the time he 
kept his room, I fcarce ever thought of 
him, ſo much engaged was I with Mr. 
Beynon, and mortiſying Miſs Sauffders, 
: whoſe partiality for him was quite viſt- 
N ble. 
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ble. Lord Leſby gave Mr. Haſtings moſt 
of his company while he was indiſpoſed; 


and one day finding him better, prevail- 
ed on him to come down to dinner. I 


enquired for him in the morning, and was 


told he was better, but had not the ſmal- 
leſt expectation of ſeeing him that day; 
I was ſurpriſed and much ſhocked at the 
alteration I perccived in him. His fine 
eyes were ſunk in his head, and his whole 
perſon emaciated to ſuch a degree, that 
he could be ſcarce known for the lovely, 
blooming youth he appeared a few weeks 
before. 

The ſight of him in that condition af- 
feted me ſtrangely, I ſecretly accuſed 
myſelf as the cauſe of the alteration that 
was viſible in him, This thought ſtruck 
to my heart, and awakened all my ten- 
derneſs, which pride had for ſome time 


lulled. I enquired of him in a ſoftened 


voice, after his health. His eyes ſpark 
led with joy for a moment on meeting 
mine, but they quickly returned to their 
former languidneſs. After dinner, going 
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to retire, I requeſted if he was able to fit 
up he would favour us with his company. 
The reft of the family joining their 
intreaties to mine, he continued. In 
the evening Mr. Beynon came to ſee 
us ; at his entrance Haſtings turned pale, 
and anſwered his enquiries after his 
health in a manner quite unuſual with 
him. Mr. Beynon paid his aſſiduities 
particularly to me that evening; but never 
were they or his preſence more unwel- 
come. Mr. Haſtings retired early; the 
reſt of the company ſtaid very late. 
When I went to my room, my maid de- 
livered me a letter; I inſtantly broke the 
ſeal, and found it was from Haſtings ; 
the contents were as follow, 


| To Lady Gertrude Leſby. 
Madam, 

K's I O-Morrow the man who had 
the preſumption to tell you he loved you, 
will withdraw himſelf for ever from your 
preſence, and the ſight of thoſe charms, 


that have nearly deprived him of his rea- 
| ſon. 
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ſon. Strong has the conflict been betwixt 
reaſon and pailion. The latter, ſpite of 

my endeavors, is predominant. There 

is nothing left me then but abſence ; for 
I feel I ſhall not be able to ſee you in the 
poſſeſſion of another, without diſcovering 

emotions too ſirong to rematn concealed. 

Your generous pity of my ſufferings flat- 

tered me, and l hoped time would render 

me contente with that proof of your 

eſteem ; but, alas! how ſeverely have I 

experienced, that pity alone was not ſuf- 

ficient to ſatisfy my preſumptuous wiſh- 

es! But I am adding to an involuntary 

fault, and treſpaſſing on that time that 

would be more happily employed in 

thinking on my rival. Pardon me, ma- 

dam, but that you are not inſenſible of 

his merit is too plain to me. That he 

may never prove unworthy of the honour 

you defign him, and that you may both 
amply experience the happineſs that is 

for ever denied me, is the ſincere wiſh of 

_ Your truly devoted, 
And unhappy, _ 
EDMUND HASTINGS. 

1 This 
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This packet is ſwelled to an enormous 
ſize, Frank; Julia and I are going to dine 
at Darcy's; ſhe deſigns to remain here 
until Sally arrives, whom ſhe has wrote 
to, and allo to Mademoiſelle Rewrelle, 
from whom ſhe expects an anſwer ſhort- 
ly ; ſhe was introduced by Miſs Manly to 
the Darcy's, and ſeveral other families in 
this neighbourhood, by the name of Ne- 
ville, and as a near relation of Lady Ger- 
trude's. On my return, if it is not too 
late, I ſhall reſume my pen. Adieu. 

3 C. M. 


e 
In Continuation. 


My emotions on reading the letter 
mentioned in my laſt, cannot be deſcrib- 
ed.—Ant muſt I leave you, my amiable 
Haſtings Ah, no; it is impoſſible ! T 
cannot, muſt not part with you. I thought 
of en 1 deteſtation,—Wretch ! 

+a cried 


TME RECLUSE, 79 


cried I, but for him my Haſtings would 
have been contented, nor have reduced 
me to this dilemma. My maid was a 
witneſs of this ſcene. In my confuſion, 
on receiving the letter, I forgot to bid her 
leave the room. She ſeemed concerned 
at my expreſſions of grief, and forgetting 
the diſtance I always kept her at, be- 
ſought me, with tears in her eyes, to be 
more compoſed.—l ſee, madam, faid ſhe, 
Mr. Haſtings's letter has affected you; 


you ſurely will not let him go in the dif- - 


tracted manner he is preparing to do.— 
Who informed you he was going? ſaid J. 
His man, madam, anſwered ſhe, told me 
that when he came up this evening, he 
appeared like one diſtracted ; that he 
went up on being rung for, and found his 
maſter walking up and down the room in 
great agitation ; he ſtood for ſome time at 
the door before Mr. Haſtings took notice 
of him, and when he ſpoke, it was to 
know what brought him there. He told 
his maſter he was rung for. He then 
ſeemed to recollect, and deſired him to 
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come-again in half an hour. At that 
time when he returned, he bid him deli- 
ver that letter, and prepare to ſet out for 
" London in the morning. Dear madam, 
if you only ſaw Thomas it would move 
you, he is fo diſtreſſed about his maſter. 
I now ſaw it would be impoſſible to 
hide the matter from the wench, and 
therefore ſat down and wrote a few lines 
to Haſtings, requeſting he would not think 
of leaving us, and deſiring to ſee him in 
the muſic parlour, before any of the fa- 
mily were up in the morning. I gave 
this letter to Sally to deliver, and went 
to bed, but ſlept not; the agitation of my 


in the morning as undetermined as laid 
down, as to what manner 1 ſhould act; 
for tho there was madneſs in the thought 
of parting with Haſtings, I could not then 
think of marrying him. However I went 
down ſtairs, and found him waiting for 
me. I ſaw by his countenance, he had 
not ſlept more than myſelf: I believe he 


obſerved the alteration in mine—l fear, 
Lady 


whole frame kept me waking. I aroſe 


. 
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Lady Gertrude, ſaid he, advancing and 
taking my hand, I have given you unea- 
ſmeſs; the letter I troubled you with, 


was not gone two minutes when I wiſhed 


to recal it, fearing compaſſion would ope- 
rate in my favour, and you would endea- 
vour to prevent my departure. But I 
muſt go, madam ; I am not at all times 
maſter of my paiſions; they may involve 
you in difficulties you are not aware of— 
therefore do not make a requeſt it is not 
in my power to comply with ; for I gueſs, 
the appointment this morning is for that 
purpoſe. lt is, I own, fir, ſaid 1, to pre- 


vent your leaving us; and alſo to aſſure 


you, you are wrong in the conjecture you 
have formed concerning Mr. Beynon. 
It is true, he has honoured me with an 
offer of his hand; but I have given him 
no reaſon to ſuppoſe it will be accepted. 
Irequeſt, therefore, you will make your- 
felf perfectly eaſy on that head, for this 
day I will give him his final diſmiſſion. 
He gazed eagerly in my face while I 
was ſpeaking, and at the concluſion, ex- 
D 3 elaime 
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claimed— Generous creature! how un- 
worthy am I of this goodneſs! then lay- 
ing his hand on his forehead, he continu- 
ed rapt up in thought for a few minutes; 
then cried out—Why ſhould a thought 
of me prevent you from rewarding the 
paſſion of a worthy man? No, madam: 
as the happineſs is denied me of contri- 
buting to yours, I have no right to be the 
means of hindering fome more worthy 
man. If Mr. Beynon is not happy e- 
nough to meet your approbation, you 
will doubtleſs find ſome other perſon 
more agreeable to you. A ſhort abſence 
will baniſh from your memory one ſo un- 
worthy as Iam. I go, madam; and may 
you ſoon meet with a perſon—with a 
huſband every way worthy of you, His 
voice was ſcarce audible at the concluſion 
of this ſpeech ; he raiſed my hand to lis 
lips; I obſerved large drops came down 
his cheeks as he turned from mel burſt 
into a flood of tears, which I could no 
longer reſtrain. In the agitation of my 
foul, I cried out—Oh, Haſtings! you 

__ mult 


1 1 


THE RECLUSE, 83 


muſt not, cannot leave me ! If I loſe you, 
I loſe every thing that is deſirable on 
earth! Why, why, Haſtings, would you 
wiſh to render me miſerable ?—1 wiſh to 
render you miſerable ! Oh, heavens ! 
cried he, throwing himſelf at my feet, to 
make you miſerable! oh, no, no! it is 
the wiſh, the fervent wiſh of my foul, to 
contribute to your happineſs at the ex- 
pence of my own, But, charming crea- 
ture! baniſh me from your thoughts; for 
u hat could you expect from an unhappy 
wretch, deſtitute of fortune, friends—of 
every thing that could render me worthy 
your acceptance! ' ITis for this J would 
tear myſelf from you, that my preſence 
might not be an obſtacle to your acting 
more worthy of yourſelf.— A truce with 
this humiliation, replied J, riſe, and be aſ- 
ſured, I never can taſte of happineſs while 
you are miſerable ; therefore, if you love 
me, lay afide all thoughts of leaving us; 
for I feel, it is not in my power to part 
with you, without being atleaſt an equal 
ſharer in the grief it would occaſion. 
Neves 
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Never was there a more quick ,tranſition 
from grief to joy, than this ſpeech pro- 
duced in his fine animated countenance. 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe his raptures. I 
was not leſs happy, for I thought of no- 
thing but him. I paſſed two hours with 
him, liſtening to his vows of love and 
conſtaricy : the clock ſtriking eight, warn- 
ed us to ſeparate for the preſent. Mr. 
Haſtings then went to countermand the 
orders he had given his ſervant the night 
before, and I retired to my chamber; 
and as my thoughts were now compoſed, 
lay down to reſt, 
I went down to dinner, and found the 
whole family aſſembled. In the even- 
ing Mr. Beynon came in, as did alſo Miſs 
Saunders, by invitation. I gave him no 
opportunity of ſpeaking to me the whole 


evening, which obliged him to addreſs 
himſelf to Miſs Saunders oftener than 


uſual. She ſeemed highly delighted, and 
Haſtings was no leſs ſo, as he knew it was 
on his account I behaved with ſo much 
coolneſs to his rival. My brother and 

- Beynon 
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Beynon ſpoke of a young Italian lady, 
who made her appearance that day in 
the pump room; they both ſaid ſhe was 
extremely beautiful, as was alſo the lady 
that accompanied her, the Hon. Mrs. Her- 
bert; but as we all knew her, ſhe hav- 
ing been the reigning toaſt a few winters 
before, they confined their diſcourſe 
chiefly in praiſe of the fair foreigner, 
who, they ſaid, eclipſed every beauty 
in the room. There were many gen- 
tlemen regretted the abſence of Lady 
Gertrude, faid Beynon, as ſhe only could 
vie in beauty with the fair Victoria. I 
bowed my head, and could not forbear 
ſmiling at the alteration his compliment 
to me produced in the features of Miſs 
Saunders, who ſat ſwelling with envy ; 
he alſo. obſerved her bridling, and turn- 
ing, took her hand—Where were you 
to-day, my charming Miſs Saunders? 
ſaid he; why will you, by abſenting 
yourſelf, ſuffer ſtrangers to ryn away 
with the hearts of your countrymen !— 
If the lady be ſuch a phoenix, anſwered 

TRIES. ſhe, 
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ſhe, *colouring ſtill higher, I ſhall be in 
no hurry to exhibit myſelf along with 
her; for I candidly own to you, it is no 
ſmall mortification to me to be eclipſed, 
as you promiſe will be the fate of every 
one, except Lady Gertrude Pardon we, 
my charmer ! cricd the gallant Beynon ; 
forgot juſt then, that the amiable Miſs 


-Saunders was in Bath ; but to-morrow the 


contention of beauty will be diſplayed, 
and we ſhall ſee which of the graces will 
bear away the prize. She turned up her 
lip atthis diſcourſe, but made him no an- 
ſwer. I propoſed goivg on a party next 


day, which was immediately agreed to. 
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M I SS Saunders called on me the 
enſuing morning, agreeable to our deter- 
mination the day before, and we went, 
attended by Haſtings, Beynon, and my 
brother. 
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brother. I had no apprehenſions of be- 


ing rivalled by the ſtranger, therefore had 


no prepoſſeſſions againſt her. She was 
in the room before us, and was ſoon dif- 
tinguiſned by the crowd that followed 
ſuch charms has a new face, that is tole - 
rably hand ſome, in that gay city. She, 
however, deſerved the praiſe and atten- 
tion that was paid her; for never did [ 
ſee ſo perfect a beauty, and thoſe that 


were intimate with her, gave as pleaſing 


an account of her mental qualifications. 
Each time ſhe paſſed, ſhe looked particu- 
larly at our party. I wiſhed to know who 


it was that attracted her attention, and 


the next turn diſcovered it was Haſt- 
ings that was honoured with her notice. 
This gave me an uneaſy ſenſation at 
firſt ; but the recollection of his ten- 
der. attachment, preſently diſpelled all 
apprehenſion on his account ; | was ra- 
ther pleaſed, that he made an impreſſion 
on one ſo beautiful, as it was an additio- 
nal proof of his extreme power of plea- 
dung, and flattered my own vanity in no 


ſmall degree. ; 


When 
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When we were about an hour in the 
room, I expreiled a with to go home. 
Haſlings flew to my ſide to cooduct me 
out. My brother was behind ſpeaking 
to ſome gentlemen ; he ſtepped up haſ- 
tily—Well, Gertrude, ſaid he, laughing, 
do you give up the prize ?—l never con - 
tended for it, anſwered I; therefore ſhall 
not regret its being beſtowed on thoſe who 
are worthy of it.—lt is impoſſible envy 
can be an inhabitant of Lady Gertrude's 
breaſt, rejoined Haſtings, as ſhe 1s in full 
poſſeſſion of all the graces.— Upon my 
word, Mr Haſtings, cried I, your new 
character becomes you exceedingly ; 
pray how long 1s it ſince you commenced 
flatterer ? Do not give me a name I de- 
teſt, anfwered he; it does not ſit eaſy 
on me.—And what name would my dear 
friend have? interrogated my brother, 
looking archly in his face ; I am ſure, 
Gertrude, added he ſoftly, you will give 
him any name that is pleaſing to him. 
I frowned, and gave him a look which 
evinced I was diſpleaſed with him. 
| Haſtings: 
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Haſtings coloured, but made no reply. 
Mr. Beynon attended Miſs Saunders 
home; my brother left us at the door, 
and returned to the room. 

When we entered the parlour, Haſt- 
ings took my hand —— I am under 
ſome apprehenſion of having incurred 
your diſpleaſure, Lady Gertrude ; tell 
me, added he, tenderly looking in my 
face, am-I ſo unhappy? I gave him an 
anſwer that quickly diſpelled his appre- 
henſions on that head; for my anger was 
not againſt him, but my brother, who 
choſe an improper time to rally me on 
the ſtrength of his ſurmiſes. He was in 
raptures at my condeſcenſion, and ven- 
tured to hint, though very diſtantly, his 
hopes that I would not keep him in ſuſ- 
penſe much longer. I affected not to 


underſtand him, and aſked if my brother 


had ever hinted his ſuſpicions of our at- 


tachment. He anſwered, it was his de- 


ſign to have aſked me the ſame queſtion, 
for he had reaſon to think it was no fe- 
cret to him ; but that he had never re- 
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ceived from him the lighteſt intimation 
of it. I told him he was perfectly right; 
and deſired him, on no account, to ac- 
quaint him with any thing that paſſed, 
as I foreſaw many diſagreeable conſe- 
quences that would ariſe from his being 
admitted to our confidence, and requeſt- 
ed he would be more circumſpect before 
him for the future. He promifed to ob- 
ſerve my inſtructions, and was going to 
add ſomething more, when the appear- 
ance of Lord Leſby put a ſtop to our con- 
verſation. He paſſed the window with 
a countenance brimfull of intelligence, 
and as ſoon as he entered, threw himſelf 
into a chair.— I have walked myſelf out 


of breath, to acquaint you with your good 


fortune, Haſtings, cried he; you are in- 
diſputably the luckieſt fellow in England. 
The lovely Mrs. Herbert has been aſking 
me an hundred queſtions concerning 
you ; nor was her charming companion 
leſs attentive to my anſwers ;: tho' the 
was ſilent, her eyes told plainly ſhe was 
zatereſted in them. The devil take that 

handſome 
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handſome face and perſon of yours; 
there's none of us plain fellows, has the 
leaſt chance of being taken notice of, 
when you once exhibit yourſelf, My 
good-natured brother made this long 
ſpeech with a ſmile on his countenance. 
—You, however anſwered I, have no 
reaſon to-complain, as the ladies have ho- 
noured you with their confidence; but 
perhaps, added I, laughing, you have 
gained half this intelligence by your ſkill 
in phyſiognomy; for I think you ſaid 
ſomething about ſpeaking eyes; and, 
ſince you are in acommunicative humour, 
pray inform us, which of the ladies have 
made an impreſſion on you, that you 
come home in this jealous fit, exclaim- 
ing againſt handſome faces? — Ay, ay, 
my ſweet ſiſter, replied he; why here 
is railing for railing; nay, don't ſay a 
word, continued he, ſtarting up, and 
lay ing his hand on Haſtings's mouth, Ger- 
trude is a ſufficient antagoniſt for me; 
beſides, it is your intereſt to be filent at 
preſent, for women diſcover more of 

an their 


E 


_ 
8 at 
„ 


92 THE RECLUSE. 
their minds in one jealous moment, than | 1 
; in an age, when they are in no danger I 
. of loſing their lovers. This ſpeech was in 
| ſo little expected by Haſtings and I, that + 
| it threw us both into confuſion ; I attempt- * 
N ed to ſpeak, but could not. My brother of 
=. looked earneſty in our faces for ſome 1 
time, then burſt into a loud laugh—Ha! ch 
ha! cried he, will you ridicule my ſkill ne 
. in phyſiognomy in future? I think your of 
| countenances at preſent, do clearly ma- 0 
nifeſt I have not been miſtaken.— What 1 
your motive is for this extraordinary be - 5 
haviour, anſwered I, almoſt burſting he 
with rage, I am yet to learn; but defire : 
1 may no more be the object for you to 5 
p exerciſe your wit on.—Surely, my dear S 
Gertrude replied he, you are not really 5 
: offended ; believe me, I have no motive | 
| but to contribute, as much as lies in my 2 
power, to your mutual happineſs.—l 8 


have no doubt of your good will, ſaid I; 
but at preſent you ſeem to miſtake the mM 
means. I quitted the room precipitate]: Ys 
to avoid a further explanation, as I well 

knew 
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knew Haſtings would not contradict what 
I aſſerted. I went directly to my room, 
in no very enviable ſtate of mind; for 
the intelligence my brother had given, 
was by no means adapted to the raiſing 
of my ſpirits. I thought a woman that 
would publickly riſk her ſentiments con- 
cerning a man that was indifferent about 
her, would not ſcruple to make him an 
offer of her hand: and as ſhe had a large 
fortune, joined to her other qualificati- 
ons, which 1 could not help allowing 
were not few, he would be excuſable if 
he preferred her to one who had never 
given him hopes of obtaining her hand. 

I was abſorbed in theſe reflections, 
when a tap at my door rouſed me—it 
was Haſtings. I was ſurpriſed, as he had 
never taken that liberty before. He re- 
queſted I would favour him with my 
company for a quarter of an hour in the 
parlour, as Lord Leſby was gone out, 
and he had ſomething particular to ſay. to 
me. I went down with him. When we. 
were ſeated—=Lord Leſby, ſaid he, will 

not 
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not be perſuaded, but that we are in 
love with each other. I endeavoured to 
rally him out of the ſuſppoſition, but he 
did not ſeem to be convinced, and ap- 
pears diſpleaſed at the diſtance we hold 
him at.—Let him think as he will, an- 
ſwered I; be it your care, not to give 
him more reaſons for his ſuſpicions than 
he has at preſent, for I am reſolved he 
ſhall know nothing concerning what you 
ſpeak of; let it content you, I have ſuf- 
ficient reaſons for acting in this manner. 
Il am perfectly acquainted, replied he, 
in a diſſatisfied tone, with your reaſon; 
you fear I ſhall have too powerful an ad- 
vocate in him; but be ſatisfied, madam ; : 
what I could not accompliſh by my una- 
bated love, and unremitting endeavours 
to pleaſe, I would not be obliged for to 
the interceſſion of any man hving.—-[n- 
deed, ſaid I, you make more of this 
matter than is neceſſary. What does it 
ſignify whether he is made acquainted 
with it or no?—Not if you would conſent 
to bleſs me with your hand, without his 

knowledge ; 
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knowledge; for, tho' I am pretty corfi- 
dent he would not withhold his conſent, 
if you think otherwiſe, I ſhall be per- 
fectly ſatisfied without it. 

In ſhort, it would be tireſome to inſert 
a converſation that laſted near two hours, 
and which terminated in his gaining my 
conſent to beſtow my hand on him on my 
arrival in town; but not without exact- 
ing a ſolemn promiſe of his never divulg- 
ing our marriage, without my conſent. 
He readily acquieſced in every thing I 


enjoined, and we then parted - parted 
with, I believe, very different ſenſations: 


he appeared all joy and rapture; I, in- 
deed, felt ſome pleaſure, but it was 


mingled with regret, at the thoughts of 


giving up my liberty to a perſon whom, 
tho' I could not help loving, I almoſt deſ- 
piſed for his want of title and fortune. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 


In Continuation, 


Wi ſtaid not long at Bath after the 
converſation 1 have juſt related, but long 
enough for me to wiſh for a ſpeedy re- 
moval. Mrs. Herbert ſent ſeveral invita- 
tions to our houſe, which I refuſed, and 
conſequently the reſt of the family, ex- 
cept Lord Leſby, who was a frequent vi- 

ſiter of that lady, and came home every 
day, breathing nothing but encomiums 
on the charms of her fair friend. No 
ſooner did I make known my wiſh of go- 
ing to London to the earl, than every 
thing was made ready for our departure. 
Lord Leſby did not reliſh ſo ſpeedy a 
removal; but | believe he ſuſpected my 
reaſon for wiſhing to quit Bath, and 
therefore made no objection, ſo ready 


was this kind brother to indulge my eve- 


17 wiſh, Alas! how ungrateful and un- 
deſerving 
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deſerving was I of his indulgence! Soon 


after our arrival in town, Haſtings claim- 


ed my promiſe. I was in ioo great ap- 
prehenſion of loſing him (for Victoria de 
Liſſurges ran cantinually in my thoughts) 
to keep him long in ſuſpenſe. 

I had determined to have no perſon 
preſent at the ceremony but my maid, 
until I recollected it would be neceſſary 
that ſome perſon ſhould give me away, I 
conſulted Sally on what was to be done. 
She told me ſhe had a brother in the ci- 
ty, an opulent tradeſman, who was un- 
acquainted with my perſon, and ſhe 
would prevail on him to perform that of- 
fice, by telling him I was a young wo- 


man in the ſame ſtation with herſelf, who * 


had made a conqueſt of his miſtreſs's ſon. 
That the affair required much ſecreſy, on 
account of the young gentle man's friends 
having great views for him. She ſaid 


ſhe would alſo get him to procure a cler- 


gyman; and [ had nothing to do but fix 
a time for the performance of the cere- 


mony. This ſcheme, tho my pride re- 
Vor. | 74 E volted 
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volted at the meanneſs of it, as well 
as connecting myſelf with the people 
who were to be actors in it, was the 
molt eligible I could think of, I wrote a 
note to Haſtings, requeſting he would 
meet me at eight o'clock on the Tueſday 
night following at Mr. Bolton's, Cheap- 
ſide. I kept my room during the inter- 
val, which was but two days, under the 
pretence of a ſlight indiſpoſition. Sally 


had every thing in readineſs at the ap- 


Pointed time. She went out about an 
hour before me, to receive Mr, Haſtings 
at her brother's, and ordered a chair to 
wait within a few doors of our houſe. I 


vas entirely diſguiſed by the hood of my 


cloak, and a large bonnet drawn over it. 
On my arrival at Mr. Bolton's, I was 
met at the door by Mr. Haſtings and Sal- 


1y; he led me into a back parlour, 


where the clergyman and Mr. Bolton 
waited to receive us. They aroſe at our 
entrarice, and the ceremony was imme- 


diately begun. I ſhook prodigiouſly du» 


ing the performance, and when it was 


over, fat down, being no longer able to 


ſupport 


THE RECLUSE. 99 


ſupport myſelf, Seeing my ſituation, 
they prevailed on me to take a glaſs of 
wine, which in ſome degree reſtored me. 
Mr. Haſtings took a diamond ring from 
his finger, which he preſented to Mr. 
Bolton, d-firing him to accept it as à 
| ſmall token of his gratitude, for the hap- 
pineſs conferred on him. The other 
bowed, and accepted it, but aſſured him 
it was no motive of gain induced him to 
act as he did, but merely to oblige his 
ſiſter's fricnd. We then took cur leave, 
] diſpatched Sally to clear the hall of the 
ſervants at our entrance. It was a fins 
clear night, and we walked up and down 
the ſtreet for a conſiderable time, for I 
had no apprehenſions of being known by 
even our own ſervants, ſo completely was 
I diſguiſed. Sally watched an opportu- 
nity of opening the door to us, and we 
paſſed into the houſe unperceived. Days, 
weeks, and months now paſſed over with 
rapidity; in Haſtings I poſſeſſed the moſt 
reſpectful of lovers, and the tendereſt of 
huſbands. Nothing could ſurpaſs the 

| happineſs I experienced in the unreſtrain- 
E 2 ed 
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ed ſociety of this moſt amiable of men, 
For five months, which I reckon as the 
whiteſt moments of my exiſtence, no- 
thing happened to diſturb our tranqui- 
lity ; but an uneaſineſs I could not help 
ſometimes feeling for the clandeſtine 
manner of our marriage; for I now 
thought if J had a kingdom to beſtow, it 
would be too little to balance his merit ; 
and grew impatient for ſome favourable 
opportunity of diſcloſing our marriage to 
my family ; but I was diſappointed in my 
intention, by the earl making known his 
reſolution of ſending my brother imme- 
diately on his travels. | 
This unexpected cruel ſtroke quite 
unhinged us; for tho' we knew it muſt 
happen, we yet imagined it to be at a, 
great diſtance. However there was no 
contending with the earl, who ſaid he 
was impatient to repay Mr. Haſtings the 
obligations we were under to him, which 
could not properly be done until his re-: 
turn. There was an enigma in his words, 
but I was too much diſtreſſed at that time 
* 7. PO 
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to attempt to ſolve them. My brother 
ſeemed eager to be gone, and their de- 
parture was fixed at the period of fix 
weeks. I had for ſome time diſcovered 


I was pregnant, but forbore to commu- 
nicate it to Haſtings; and now reſolved 


to keep him ignorant of it, leſt it ſhould 


augment bis uneaſineſs at parting. I 
conjured him not to diſcover our marriage 
to my brother, until he received my con- 
ſent, which I aflured him of, as ſoon as I 
could meet with a fayourable opportunity 
of diſcloſing it to the earl and counteſs, 
tho' I reſolved in my own mind, at the 
ſame time, not to mention it until his 
return. 


LET TCC 
In Continuation. 


I HE dreaded, day too ſoon arrived, 
that was to ſeparate me from a beloved 
huſband and brother. My diſtreſs is not 


E 3 to 


FY 
b, 7 
33 
1 
1 \ 
1 
1 
w 
= 
7 
* 
„ 
F 


- a 
1 
T 
1 
4 * 
WP | 
= 
1 
' 
w_— 
U 


102 THE RECLUSE. 
to be conceived on my bidding adieu to 
the former; he did not ſeem leſs moved, 
and returned a ſecond time to embrace 
me. At that moment a fatal preſent» 
ment ſeized me, that I ſhould ſee him no 
more !—the thought deprived me of my 
ſenſes—l fainted away. When I reco- 
vered, I found only Sally ſupporting me ; 
Mr. Haſtings had torn himſelf from me 
at the firſt ſign of returning life, and by 
the time I was able to diſtinguiſh objects, 
was no longer to be ſeen; I called on 
him—he heard me not—l ſpoke to him 
but no anſwer was made me, For 
three days my tears flowed unremitting- 
ly. Sally's endeavours to ſouth me were 
ineffectual; they could afford no relief 
to my diſtracted mind. On the fourth 
day I received a meſſage from my mo- 
ther, inſiſting on my coming down ſtairs, 
ſince indiſpoſition did not detain me; 
for I durſt not make that excuſe, leſt they 
ſhould have a phyſician called in, which 
would have effetually ruined me in my 
* ſtate. I was, therefore, tho' un- 
willingly, 
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willingly, obliged to comply, and joined 
them at dinner. They both gently chid 
me for indulging my ſorrow, and requeſt- 
ed I would not deprive them of my com- 
pany, and myſelf of what conſolation it 
was in their power to adminiſter to me. 
I ſtrove to appear compoſed before them; 
but that only added to the poignancy of 
my grief, when I was at liberty to indulge 
it. Time, that ſure palliative of woe, at 
length abated, in part, the force of mine. 
It was now full time to think of ſome 
means of preventing my ſituation from 
being known to the family. To Sally, 
my only confidante, I applicd for the help 
of her invention. We were equally at a 
loſs for ſome time. I, almoſt deſpairing 
what to do, had Il:alf-reſolved to inform 
my mother of my marriage and ſituation, 
when I recollected an aunt of hers, that 
lived in a diſtant part of Wales, that often 
expreſſed a deſire to ſee me; but I could 
never be prevailed on to pay her a viſit, 
(tho often urged. by my father and mo- 
ther, as ſhe was miſtreſs of a large for- 
E 4 tune) 
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tune) as I-dreaded being buried alive, ſhe 
having been for many yearsdeprived of the 
uſe of her limbs, which prevented her 
from going abroad, or receiving company. 
No ſooner did the notion firike me, 
than I communicated to my mother my 
intention of paying her a viſit. She diſ- 
covered ſome ſurpriſe at my reſolution, 
ſaid it was an odd whim, and bid me 
think no more of it. I anſwered, that 
my mind was fixed on the journey, and 
begged ſhe would indulge me with her 
conſent. She did not ſay much more 
againſt it, and that day at dinner, in- 
formed my father of my intention. He 
rallied with great good humour, and 
aſked me how long 1 had entertained a 
paſſion for ſhady groves ; for, I'll be 
ſworn, Gertrude, added he, tis becauſe 
Wales abounds with them, that you con- 
deſcend to pay your aunt a viſit, I an- 
ſwered in the fame tone, that curioſity 
had almoſt as much weight as affection ; 
if I did not like my quarters, I would 
_ wing back 3 but I certainly 
| owed 
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owed my aunt ſome gratitude for her 
frequent invitations, and at ſome period 
deſigned toaccept them ; the preſent time 
ſuited my inclinations, and, if agreeable 
to him, I would ſet out immediately. 

j met with leſs oppoſition in this affair 
than I expected; for, tho' I was uſed to 
follow my own inclination, unoppoſed 
and uncontradicted in every thing, I was 
apprehenſive my father would not let me 
-take ſo long a journey, when 1 had not. 
my brother to accompany me. 


I. KT. T Xu. 
In Continuation. 


Ja SET out, attended vj Sally, the Tueſ- 
day following. Letters received from 
Mr. Haftings and my brother, contributed 
to keep up my ſpirits during the jour- 
ney, and we arrived at my aunt's without 
any accident. I was received with the 
a greateſt cordiality by the good old lady, 
E 5g WhO 
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who was overjoyed at ſeeing me, and 
profuſe of her expreſſions of kindneſs. 
As ſoon as ſhe would permit me out of 
her ſight, I went over the houſe to make 
choice of an apartment, It was a large 
old-faſhioned building, with long galleries 
on every ſtory, and ſix rooms on each 
floor. I made choice of one that was at 
a good diftance from my aunt's, which 
Joined the library. Every thing was made 
ready for my reception in it with the 
greateſt diſpatch. The domeſtics ſeemed 
glad of employment; for, tho that part 
of the houſe had been ſcarce looked at 
for years, at the time I withdrew I found 
every thing in the exacteſt order. The 
next day I ſent home the carriage and 
ſervants, with letters acquainting my fa- 
ther how extremely pleaſed I was with 
my. ſituation, for my aunt omitted no- 
thing that could give me pleaſure, and 
the garden was a perfe&t Eden. 
The ſecond day after my arrival, ſhe 
aid ſhe would fend invitations to the 


ae uring geuttr. 1 requeſted ſhe 
would 
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would poſtpone her reſolution until ſhe 

gave me the hiſtory of their families and 

connections; and added, that I did not 
wiſh ſhe would enlarge the circle of her 

acquaintance ' on my account, for I was 
not fond of large parties, nor choſe 10 

mix with inferiors. My aunt was charm- 

ed with theſe ſentiments, as ſhe'ſaid they 
perfectly agreed with her own. I told 

her I was extremely fond of retirement, 

and begged ſhe would indulge me ſome 

time in ranging about uninterrupted ; 

when 1 was weary, I would ſolicit her to 

enlarge my acquaintance. She anſwer- 

ed, that I migtit amuſe myſelf in the 

manner moſt agreeable to-me ; I ſhould 

always find her ready to gratify my wiſhes 

in every thing within her power. I grew 

much pleaſed with my aunt from her 

willingneſs to oblige me, and was under 

no apprehenſion of a diſcovery when FT 

ſhould happen to fall ill, as we never met 

till dinner. She had been long confined: 

to her apartment, and could not be re- 

moved without the greateſt pain. She 

grew 
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grew extravagantly fond of me, and 


would not permit me to leave her from 
dinner until bed-time. I liſtened to her 
tales with an attentive complaiſance, tho 
ever ſo often repeated; ſne dwelt on none 
-with ſo much pleaſure, as the reſem- 
-blance ſhe bore to me in her youth. I 
agreed with her in this point, for there 
Was a ſtriking reſemblance in our pic- 
tures zithey diffeted in nothing but the 
Aaſhion-of our clothes. 

As my time diew near, I was filled 
with the moſt violent apprehenſions. I 
Feared I ſhould not recover; and lament- 
ed the folly repeatedly, which ſubjeQed 
me to ſo many -inconvenienctes. The 
dreaded moment at length arrived; I was 
fitting after dinner, liſtening to the old 
tale of my aunt's unremitting cruelty to 
her lovers when I was ſeized with the 
moſt violent pains. I gueſſed at the 
cauſe; and ſtrove to ſuſtain them with 
patience, Jeſt ſhe ſhould ſuſpect I was ill, 
and be troubleſome with her enquiries. 


Next [nh before I was prepared for 


them, 
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them, I fat three hours in the greateſt 
agony, and then retired to my apartment, 
long before the uſual time, complaining 
of an uncommon drowſineſs, and ſaying 
I had not ſlept the night before. She 
admitted of the excuſe, and u iſhed me a 
good night. As ſoon as I reached my 
room, I flung myſelf on my knees, and 
prayed fervently to the Almighty to re- 
lieve me. I continued ſeveral hours in 
extreme pain, but was at length ſafely 
delivered of a daughter; I ſoon after fell 
into a ſound ſleep, which laſted a conſi- 
derable time. Sally had provided a nurſe 
before ſhe left London ; the woman came 
down about three weeks before, and had 
taken lodging in a village two miles from 
my aunt's ſeat. . Sally deſired her not to 
acquaint any perſon with her buſineſs in 
that part of the country, and gave her ten 
guineas to enſure her ſecreſy. 

When I awoke between five and fix 
o'clock in the morning, I found Sally pre- 
pared to ſet off with tlie child; I kiſſed 
the dear little innocent, and ſhed a ſhow= 

oy | er 
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er of tears over her- the parting wrung 
my heart. Sally took her almoſt by force 
from my arms, and ſet forward to the 
nurſe, to whom ſhe gave directions to ſet 
forward inſtantly to town, and write to 
her the moment ſhe arrived. The woman 
punctually obſerved her inſtructions, by 
leaving the place the ſame day. Sally 
returned before the family were ſtirring, 
and having prepared ſomething for me, 
lay down to reſt. She was not diſturbed 
until late in the day, when fome of the 
fervants thinking ſhe had flept too long, 
rapt at the door of her apartment. She 
got up, and told the ſervant her miſtrefs 
was indiſpoſed, and deſired that no one 
ſhould come into the gallery for fear. of 
diſturbing me. | 
At dinner, my aunt was informed of | 
my indiſpoſition ; ſhe ſent for Sally im- 
1 mediately, who made light of my illneſs, 
| ſaying it was only a flight cold. The 
1 good woman was for having advice im- 
4 mediately ; but this Sally overruled, by. 
| | declaring I never could be perſuaded to 
+ 1 take 
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take drugs; therefore a doctor's preſence 
was unneceſſary. My aunt then ſaid ſhe 
ſhould be carried to my apartment. Sally 
had much to do to diſſuade her from this 
reſolution ; aſſuredher my illneſs was ex- 
tremely ſlight, but that I kept my bed for 
fear of the cold encreaſing She at length 
gave up the point, but deſired to be in- 
formed every hour how I was; this Sally 
promiſed, and haſtened to me to acquaint 
me with thoſe particulars. 1 was vexed 
at the - proofs of the good old lady was 
giving of her regard for me, but could 
not avoid admiting her viſit, which ſhe 
paid early next morning. I had notice 
of her coming, and ſat up in bed to re- 
ceive her. She was ſhocked at the altera- 
tion of my appearance, and entreated 
me to let her ſend for a phyſician. This 
I rtrenuouſly refuſed, making uſe of the 
ſame arguments Sally had done the day 
before, and aſſured her my illneſs was 
much abated. She was at laſt prevailed 
on to give up the point. I requeſted ſhe 
would not put herſelf to ſo much pain, 

| by 


iir. 
by coming to my apartment, but to no 
effect; ſhe viſited me every day during 
my confinement, in ſpite of my remon- 
ſtrauces tothe contrary. | 

I quitted my apartment on the twelfth 


day, to ſave my good-natured aunt from 


the pain; it unavoidably gave her to be 
removed. I recovered daily, both health 
ahl ſpirits. Sally received a letter from 


the nurſe, giving an account of the health 


of the child, which intelligence contri- 
buted to mine; and I looked forward 


with pleaſure, to the time when I ſhould 
preſent her to a fond father. But, alas! 
that day never arrived; and I cruelly 


deprived him and myſelf of the' happi- 
neſs of acknowledging a deſerving child. 
I no longer objected to my 'aunt's re- 
ceiving company, on her urging it as ne- 
ceſſary to diſpel a lownefs of ſpirits which 
uſually - attends ſickneſs, There were 
feveral genteel families invited; amongſt 
whom 1 ſpent my time as agreeably as 
my frame of mind would admit of. Thoſe 
whom we were moſt intimate with; were 


OY | a Mr. 
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a Mr. Manly and his ſiſter. The former 
poſſeſſed an eſtate of ſixteen hundred 
a year, and was univerſally beloved by 
all ranks of people, for his many. very 
amiable qualities. Shortly after we be- 
came acquainted, he declared himſelf my 
lover. I ſoon put him out of ſuſpenſe, 
by declariag my affections were unaltera- 
bly engaged. This ſeemed to affect him; 
he begged I would honour him with a 
place in my efteeem, That I affured 
him he was in full poſſeſſion of. He 
thanked me, and ſaid he would 'endea- 
vour to merit a continuance of it, by ne- 
ver again mentioning a ſubje that muſt 
be diſagreeable to me. He kept his 
word, tho I am well aſſured he never al- 
tered his firſt ſentiments cencerning me. 
Miſs Manly was a lovely amiable girl, 
rather of a penſive turn, which was owin 
to a diſappointment ſhe met with early 


in life. She had been contracted to a 


young gentleman, and the time fixed for 
the celebration of their nuptials, when 


he was ſeized with a violent fever, which 


carried him off in eight days. Her 


4 


Her grief was exceſſive for the death 
of her lover. Their affections having 
been mutual from childhood, ſhe made 


a promiſe never to enter into the mar- 


riage ſtate; which, tho' univerſally known, 
did not hinder her from being ſolicited 
by ſeveral men of fortune—women's 
vows being generally held light on ſuch 
occaſions ; ſhe, however adhered ſtrictly 
to her reſolution, and rejected all her 
ſuitors. 

I was extremely happy in the friend- 
ſhip of this young lady, and paſſed my 
time very agreeably, becoming every 
day more pleaied with my ſituation, when 
I received a letter from the earl, inform- 
ing me, that my mother was taken dan- 
gerouſly ill. I propoſed to ſet out imme- 
diately, being greatly afflicted at the in- 
telligence I had received. My aunt ſeem- 
ed more concerned at parting with me, 
than for the event which occaſioned it; 
ſhe feared if my mother died, ſhe ſhould 
never ſee me again. I aſſured her I 
would viſit her next year, and write con- 

ſtantly 
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ſtantly during the interval. This aſſur- 
ance, in ſome degree conſoled her; and 
telling me the performance of my pro- 
miſe was the only thing that could render 
my abſence ſupportable, embraced me 
with affection, and bid me adieu, with 
eyes ſwimming in tears. I was much af- 
fected with her kindneſs, and ſet forward 
for London with a heavy heart. 


L ET TE R- XVII. 
I Continuation. 


Ox my arrival in town I flew directly 
to my mother's apartment, and was agree- 
ably ſurpriſed at finding her much better 
than I had reaſon to expect from the pur- 
port of my father's letter. After ſtaying 
with her ſome time, I went down to the 
earl. He advanced with open arms to 
receive me. -I believe my Gertrude for- 
got ſhe had a father, ſaid he, ftraining 
me in his arms, in her apprehenſions of 

loſing 
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loſing her mother.—l hope the period is 
far diſtant, my lord, anſwered I, when 
1 ſhall have reaſon to regret the loſs of 
either of my parents. The counteſs, at 
preſent, I truſt, diſcovers no dangerous 
ſymptoms.— I hope not, he replied ; but 
at firſt her diſorder ſeemed dangerous, 
and alarmed me extremely. I wrote for 
you inſtantly, and J hope, however con- 
cerned you may be for the occaſion, you 
don't regret coming to town. — ! anſwered 
on the contrary, for tho' I liked my aunt 
extremely, I ſhould ſoon have thought 
of leaving her, which I was apprehenſive 
I ſhould find difficult to do without the 
preſent, or a ſimilar excuſe. After din- 
ner I gave him a particular account of 
every thing that paſſed during my reſi- 
dence in Wales, ſuppreſſing only the 
grand affair which was the cauſe of my 
Journey there. He ſemed highly pleaſed 
with her good-nature, and ſaid he would 
accompany me the next time I paid-her a 
viſit; we then went up to my mother's 
apartment and drank tea there. She con- 
N | tinued 
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tinued in an uncertain ſtate of health for 
three weeks and at the end of that time 

underwent ſuch a conſiderable change for 
the worſe, that the phyſicians deſpaired 
of her- life. I was ſhocked and grieved 
at their fatal prognoſtication, and wept 
inceflantly. My father endeavoured as 
much as was in his power to comfort me, 
tho' he ſtood in as much need of conſola- 
tion himſelf. My mother ſlept continu- 
ally for two days; on the morning of the 
third ſhe deſired me to {end down to the 
earl. He came, and we both kneeled by 
her bedſide, ſhe took leave of us both in 
a moſt pathetic manner, and then begged 
of us to retire. I entreated leave to ſtay, 
but ſhe pointed to the earl, ſignifying 
that he required my attendance. We 
left the room, and in about half an hour 
word was brought that ſhe was departed. 
Twas then 1 ſtood in need of fortitude, 
not only to bear up againſt my own ſor- 
row, but to ſupport the ſpirits of my fa- 
ther, whoſe grief knew no bounds. 
Whilſt there was the leaſt hope, 
he 
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he ſtifled his emotions, but when there 
was no fear of diſturbing his beloved part- 
ner with his complaints, they broke out 
with redoubled violence. Some days af- 
ter her interment I perſuaded him to ac- 
company me to Windſor, as I hoped the 
change of ſcene would divert his thoughts 
from what they conſtantly dwelt on. The 
firſt violence of his grief abated by de- 
grees, and then gave place to a ſettled me- 
lancholy, which never after quitted him. 
We received letters from my brother and 
Mr. Haſtings, in anſwer to thoſe that 
gave an account of my mother's death, 
they were then preparing to ſet off for 
Italy. | 
We returned to town e af- 
* ter the receipt of thoſe letters, and: ſoon 


after ſet off for my father's ſeat in Devon- 


ſhire, where we uſually paſſed the ſum- 
mer. Before I left town, Sally brought 
my little Julia to me. I had never ſeen 


her ſince the morniag ſhe had been deli- 
vered to the rurſe; ſhe was then near 


eight months old, and the perfect reſem- 
blance 
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blance ſhe bore to my dear Haſtings en- 
deared her, if poſſible, fill more to me. 
I ſhould have been happy to have taken 
her with me, but that was impoſſible with 
out riſking a diſcovery, which at that time, 
would have been highly improper, 


LETTExES mi 
: In Continuation. 


Ox our arrival at my father's ſeat, we 
received a vaſt number of viſiters, more 
indeed than we had been uſed to; but I 
thought company the only reſtorative 
that could contribute to my father's reco- 
very from a melancholy that ſeemed to 
weigh down his exiſtence. Mr. Beynon, 
after hur return from Bath, came often 
to our houſe whilſt my brother was there: 
he was received as a friend to the fami- 
ly ; he called many times after my re- 
turn from Wales, but my mother's indif- 
Poſition prevented me from ſeeing him. 
s My 
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My "MEH at this time received a letter 
from Lord Morton, containing a propo- 
fal of marriage between his ſon and me. 
He ſhewed me the letter, and aſked me 
what anſwer he ſhould ſend his lordihip. 
I requeſted he would not urge me to 
accept of the addreſſes of Mr. Beynon; 
that he was by no means agreeable to me, 
and I never could give him my hand.— 
I will put no conſtraint on your inclinati- 
on, anſwered he, but expect you will 
make knwon your objections to him. He 
ſeemed to be a favourite of your's in 
Bath, what has he done ſince to forfeit 
your good opinion? I replied, nothing; 
that he always poſſeſſed my good opini- 
on, but nothing more. I could never 
look on him in any view but as a friend, 
nor ever gave him reaſon to think 1 
would, and requeſted he would write 
ſuch an anſwer to Lord Morton as would 
rid me of all further importunities.—You 
ſeem determined, Gertrude, ſaid my 
father; but tho I do not inſiſt on your 
accepting Mr. Beynon, I am by no 
| means 
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means ſatisfied with your manner of re- 
fuſing him, and imagine you have other 
reaſons for rejecting him than thoſe you 
explained to me. I felt the truth of this 
accuſation, and was exceedingly conſuſ- 
ed, but, forcing a ſmile, told him, I 
had given my true reaſon, which was 1 
that I never did nor ever could like him i 
for a huſband. He made no anſwer to 
this, but ſhook his head with a diſſatis- i 
fied air, and retired to anſwer Lord 9 
Morton's letter. He took no more no- if 
tice of this affair to me, which ſaved me 
a deal of embarraſſment, as I had no 
way of extricating myſelf ſhould he queſ- 
tion me, but by uttering falſehoods that 4 
were repugnant to my nature, and what | 
never would deſcend to, could I poſſi- | 
bly avoid it. Lady Frances F. with whom in 
had not been intimate ſince her mar- | 
riage, which took place immediately af- 
ter the letter ſhe wrote to me, ſignifying 
her iatention of accepting the Earl of F. 
at this period ſurpriſed me with a letter, | 
complaining of my long neglect of her ; 
13 MOL. . FF” ne 
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ſhe added, ſhe would be in town in Ja- 


nuary, and hoped ] would renew my in- 
timacy which formerly gave her much 


pleaſure. I anſwered her letter immedi- 
ately; declared I was whully at a loſs 
how to account for the long ſilence that 
ſubſiſted between us, that a renewal of 


her friendſhip would conttibute as much 
to my happineſs as it could poſſibly do to 
her's ; that my father and I intended to 
be in town the ſame month ſhe mention- 
ed, and 1 ſhould be happy to ſee her on 
my arrival. Theſe letters were equally 
ſincere as will be ſeen hereafter. | 
Nothing remarkable happened between 
that time and our arrival in town. I re- 
ceived a card from Lady Frances the day 
after I arrived, containing an invitation 
to dinner the Thurſday following. She 
received me with open arms, and regret- 
ted, with ſeeming ſorrow, the long time 
we were eſtranged from each other. Af- 
ter dinner ſhe ordered the children to be 
brought in; the eldeſt was a ſweet little 

- girl of three years old. I embraced the 
| child, 
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child, and could not help ſighing deeply 
at the recolleQion of the circumſtance 
which prevented me from acknowledging 
myſelt a mother. I had by this time loſt 
ſome of that intolerable pride which was 
the cauſe of my future miſery; but alas! 
not enough to declare my ſituation, which 
if I had done at that time, would have 
prevented many of the evils I have ſince 
expericnced. I aſked Lady Frances if 
ſhe liad entirely forgot her friend Haſts 
ings, as I thought it ſtrange ſhe never en- 
quired after hm —She anſwered ſhe had 
not; that he correſponded with the duke 
her father, and by that means heard of 
him often l owe you many thanks, La- 
dy Gertrude, continued ſhe, for the ad- 
vice you were ſo kind as to icad me con- 
cerning him; for by the accounts I have 
ſince heard, he is of a very fickle diſpo- 
union, and conſequently not calculated 

to make any woman. happy. anſwered 
that J had never heard of his liking any 
woman, but the young lady 1 wrote to 
her about, that he had ſeen at lis uncle's. 
„ —Oh! 
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—Oh! ſaid ſhe, I believe you are quite 
unacquainted with his manoeuvres ; have 
you never heard of an Italian lady, who 
came over on a viſit to Mrs. Herbert ?—I 
ſaw the lady you ſpeak of in Bath, an- 
ſwered I ; Haſtings was at that time con- 


fined with ſickneſs; and, I am convinc- 
ed, never ſaw her, but once that he 
went to the rooms with me after his re- 
covery.—Bleſs me! ſaid ſhe, you muſt 
have been greatly deceived. Was it not 
at his deſire, that Lord Lefby ſet out 
ſo early on his travels ?—T anſwered, no; 
it was the will of the earl. —You may 
think ſo, ſaid ſhe; but it was Haſtings 
contrived it with your brother; and it 
was at their mutual defire, the earl ſent 
them abroad ſo ſoon. I am ſurpriſed 
you can be ſo ignorant of circumſtances 
that were known to the whole town, that 
his deſign was to pay bisaddreſſes to Vic- 
toria de Liſſurges, who had given him fo 
much encouragement during her ſtay in 
"Bath.—It is, indeed, ſurpriſing, replied I, 
that I ſhould be ignorant of theſe circum- 
ſtances, 
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ſtances, if they really exiſted ; but as this 
is the firſt J have ever heard of them, 
you muſt excuſe me, if I ſuſpect you 
have been miſinformed.—Oae of us, my 
dear Gertrude, auſwered ſhe, ſmiling, is 
certainly ; but it matters not which, as 
the affair don't nearly concern either of 
us. She then changed the diſcourſe with 
an eaſy indifference, as tho' ſhe had been 
talking of a matter of no conſequence. 
But this converſation had a quite differ- 
ent effect upon me; I felt my head grow 
light, and it was with the greateſt ſtrug- 
gle and exertion of my ſpirits, I kept 
from fainting,—Lady Frances did not 
ſeem to take notice of the diſorder her 
diſcourſe threw me into; and, by her 
ina'tention, gave me time to collect my 
ſcarzered ſenſes. As the converſation 
became general, I endeavoured to keep 
up a part in it; but a perſon with a ſmall 
ſhare of penetration might eaſily diſcover 
the agitation of my; mind. 


F 3 LETTER 
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In Continuation. 


« 7 


| TOOK my leave early, and when J 
got home, related to Sally her ladyſhip's 
converſation, She gave no credit to any 
thing that Lady Frances aſſerted, and 
endeavoured to eraſe from my mind, the 
impreſſion her diſcourſe had made upon 
it; but in vain, it had ſunk too deep, I 
gave way to the moſt violent emotions of 
grief; and in the bitterneſs of my heart, 
reviled Haſtings, myſelf, and the poor 
little innocent l had brought into the world. 
In this manner | paſſed the night. Sally 
fat weeping by until I became more calm; 
ſhe then repreſented, that Lady Frances 
invented that tale purpoſely to make me 
uneaſy, as ſhe might by ſome means have 
come to the knowledge of my rivalling 
her, and took that method of being re- 
+ Yenged. U liſtened with eagerneſs while 
ag - | ſhe 
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ſhe was ſpeaking, and for a moment, a 
gleam of conſolation floated acroſs my 
mind; but it was quickly diſpelled, by 
recollecting her ladyſhip's manner, and 
that the circumſtances were known to the 
whoic town, Thus confirmed, I charg- 
ed Sally never to open her lips in his 
juſtification. She durſt not diſobey, and 
I, for ſome time, indulged the moſt 
gloomy reflections, without interruption. 
In about a fortaight after this, I re- 
cetved a packet of letters from Mr. Haſt- 
ings and my brother. The former I 
committed to the flames, without read- 
ing; thoſe from my brother, almoſt con- 
firmed the cruel news that had deftroyed 
my peace. He defcribed the Liſſurges 
family as extremely amiable ; ſaid that 
Haſtings and he were then there on a vi- 
ſit; that the former was ſo great a favou- 
rite with the old baron, that he believed 
he deſigned to beſtow Victoria on him. 
He added, that he once hoped to have 
feen his merit diſtinguiſhed at home ; but 
you, Gertrude, diſappointed me in what 
F 4 : was 


4 
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was the firſt wiſh of my heart; for no- 
thing could give me equal ſatisfaction to 
calling him brother. | 19 85 
I was rouſed from reading this ſetter, 
8 a confuſed noiſe below ſtairs. I ſent 
Sally to know the cauſe, who returned 
inſtantly, exclaiming—My lady, the earl 
is dying. I flew down ftairs, and 
found my father, ſupported by ſeveral 
of the ſervants, juſt recovering from a 
fainting fit Good God ! cried I, what's 
the occaſion of this diſorder ? My father 


-pointed to a letter that lay on the ground. 


J took it up, but perceiving Haſtings's 
hand, flung it from me involuntarily. 
You ſee the fatal cauſe, ſaid my father, 


*wringing his hands—Oh, my ill-fated 
-fon! I needed not this ſtroke to ſend me 


quickly to my grave. Ah! what is it I 
hear? cried I, ſnatching up the letter, 


what other misfortune has fate in ſtore 
for me! I loſt the recollection of my 
' wrongs in my fears for my brother; but 


had not read four lines, when I fell ſenſe- 


leſs on the floor. When I recovered, I 


found 
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found myſelf in my own room, Sally 
weeping bitterly by my ſide, What is 
the meaning of all this grief, ſaid 1 ?— 
Did I not receive a letter? Do the con- 
tents of it make you weep ?—=Be com- 
poſed, good girl ; you cannot feel as 1 do, 
and behold 1 ſhed not a tear. She made 
no anſwer, but ſobbed, as tho? her heart 
was breaking. I. pauſed for a few ſe- 
conds, when the latter ſcene flaſhing up- 
on me, | gave a violent ſhriek, and ſprung 
up—O, my father! I exclaimed, have 1 
loſt.you too? and advanced towards the 
door. Sally caught hold of me For 
heaven's ſake, my lady, ſhe cried, for- 
bear; nor attempt going down in your 
preſent frame of mind. The earl is very 
ill; do not add to his affliction, by ap- 
| pearing before him in this diforder. Full, 
1ull enough is his cup of afflition !— 
Full, indeed, cried 1, burſting into tears; 
but ſurely mine is run over. — Father! 
huſband! brother! are all loſt to me! 
Oh, horror! miſery! diſtraction I- Ah! 
madam, cried Sally, do not give way 10 
F 5 theſe 
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thefe violent emotions; but thank heaven 


that your father and hufband ſtill live; 


the latter, I hope, to clear himſelf from 
a falſe imputation. The earl is laid down 
to reſt ; be prevailed on, dear lady, to 
do the ſame, that when he awakes, you 
may be fit to offer conſolation, inſtead of 
augmenting his diftreſs.—Never more, 
cried J, ſhall I know reſt ; but as my fa- 
ther is retired, I ſhall not diſturb him, 
Where is that fatal letter that has occaſi- 
oned this diſorder ?—Surely, my lady, 


you would not attempt to read it now? 


Why not? Is not my brother, my dear 


brother dead? Does it contain more cruel 


news? If it does, what time ſo fit as the 
preſent? My heart is already fully charg- 
ed; another woe will burſt it: thus my 
miſery will end at once! A violent guſh 
of tears, which accompanied thefe words, 
gave a ſmall degree of eaſe to my affli- 


, ed ſoul. 
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In Continuation. 


Wund I became ſomewhat com poſ- 
ed, I read the letter—it was from Haſt- 
ings. He ſaid there was a large party 
of ladics and gentlemen tavited to paſs a 
few weeks at the Baron de Liſſurges's 
country ſeat ; amongſt whom were Lord 
Leſby and him. A few days after their 
arrival, as ſome of the company were 
walking in the garden, they were alarmed 
by ſeveral ſhrieks, in a female voice. 
Lord Leſby was at a good diſtance from 
the reſt of the company, and next the 
door that led to the road: he quitted the 
arm of the lady he was ſupporting in the 
walk, and flew like lightning, to the place 
from whence the noiſe proceeded. When 
the reſt of the company came to the gar- 
den door, they ſaw him about forty yards 
from them, engaged in diſcourſe with. 

two: 


arms. The ſight almoſt deprived him 
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two gentlemen ; they were talking ear- 
neſtly together; a chaiſe and a young 
lady ſtood a-few paces ſrom them. Some 
of the gentlemen were walking leiſurely 
up to them, when, in the twinkling of 
an eye, my brother and one of the men 
had their ſwords drawn, and made furi- 


ous paſſes at each other. All the com- 


pany flew towards the place when they 
ſaw this, but not time enough to prevent 


the fatal conſequence ; for Lord Leſby 


had received a mortal wound in the ſide, 


and fell juſt as one of the gentlemert 
came up. 


Haſtings was not a witneſs of this ſcene, 


having ſtaid to read by Victoria, who had 


been prevented from accompanying them 
by a light indiſpoſition. Some of the 
ſervants flew into the houſe, exclaiming 
Lord Leſby was killed, On this Haſt- 


_ ings threw down the book, and proceed- 


ed haſtily into the garden ; but before he 
reached the gate, a party of the gentle- 
menentered, bearing Lord Leſby in their 


of 
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of his reaſon. He flew to his friend, 


who held out his hand, and exclaimed 


Oh, Haſtings! how vain all human pur- 

ſuits ! one ſhort half hour what a change! 

He was conveyed to the houſe, and 

phyſicians immediately ſent for; who, 

on the firit look, pronounced his wound 

mortal. Too true they prognoſticated, 
for he expired the next morning. 

The unhappy cauſe of this rencontre 
was a young lady of fortune, who lived 
about a quarter of a mile from De Lif- 
ſurges's, and was coming unattended to 


pay a viſit, when ſhe was ſeized by two 
gentlemen, who infiſted on her going into 
the chaiſe. She refuſed; and, on their 
attempting to force her, ſhe ſhrieked, 
which brought my brother to her deli- 
verance, who ſoon fell a victim to his 
humaoity. The lady was alſo brought 
to the houſe, and on her recovery from a 
fucceſſion of fainting fits, being inform- 
ed of Lord Leſby's ſituation, was ſeized 
with a fever and delirium, and was, at 
that time, in imminent danger. Haſt- 

ings 


— 
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ings concluded with ſaying, ** He knew 
not how to return to England;“ but ex- 


horted the earl to a patient ſubmiſſion to 
the divine will. Ch! what anguiſh did 


J experience on this ſad occaſion ! but 


words are too weak to deſcribe my woes. 
How bitterly did I experience the truth 
of a line of Shakeſpeare, 


Woes come not ſingly, but in full battalions ! 


My father was ſeized with a violent 


fever, the reſult of the conflict his mind 


laboured under. I attended him con- 
ftantly, and loft, in part, the remem- 
brapce of my forrows, by my unwearied 
attendance on him; which proves, I 


think, that the-preſent ill obliterates, for 


a time, the memory of former ones. 
He continued ill a fortnight, before 


the phyſicians could give their certain 


opinion of him; they then pronounced 


him paſt recovery. He ſent for Mr. 
Pultney, his lawyer, and made his will. 


He bequeathed two thouſand a year to 
Ratings, and nene legacies to different 
people; 
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people; the eſtate and eighty thouſand 
pounds devolved to me. When the bu- 
ſineſs of the. will was over, he ſent for 
me. I inſtantly obeyed the ſummons.— 
I have requeſted your preſence, my dear 
Gertrude, ſaid he, to take my laſt farewel 
of you in this world. I am hurrying faſt 
to a better. You have had ſevere trials, 
my dear child ; arm your mind with for- 
titude, and bear this laſt ſtroke with firm- 
neſs. Had it pleaſed God to permit 
your brother to return in ſafety, I would 
have ſeen you diſpoſed of to my ſatisfac- 
tion; but heaven has thought fit to thwart 
my purpoſes, by ſnatching my ſon be- 
fore me. I recommend Haſtings to you 
as a worthy man, but lay no reſtraint on 
your inclinations. Thus touching the 
firings of my ſorrows, J felt an unuſual. 
oppreſſion at my heart; 1 ftrove to ſtifle 
my ſobs and tears, but now they burſt 
forth in ſpite of my endeavours to ſup- 
preſs them,—Dry up your tears, Ger- 
trude, ſaid he, and rejoice that he who 
gave you being, and one ſo dear to you, 
75 18 
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is going to be releaſed from this world of 
miſery. I might have lingered out a few 
years longer, but for this ſad ſtroke ; 
they would have appeared tedious to me, 


for no happineſs have I known fince I 


loſt your amiable mother. I ſhall pre- 
ſently join her in the Kingdom of bleſſed 
ſpirits, where we ſhall never more be ſe- 
parated. Here his voice grew weak ; 
he breathed with difficulty ; I rung for 
aſhſtance, but before any one entered he 
expired. I fainted over him, and on my 


"recovery was led out by my attendants. 


I was ſo inured to affliction, by the time 
this event happened, that I was far leſs 
affected at it than I ſhould have been a 


few months before. 


My firſt thoughts when I began to give 
way to reflection, wete, in what manner 


I ſhould diſpoſe of my daughter; for I 


vas reſolved to rid myſelf of every object 
that would remind me of her father. I 


ſent to Mr. Pultney, and ordered a ſetile- 


ment to be drawn of ſour hundred a year, 
- which L preſented Sally. with, and-defirgd 


53 her 
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her to prepare to ſet off for France, 
whither I deſigned to ſend her and Julia, 
who was then upwards of two years old. 
She ſeemed ſurpriſed, and intreated in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, that I would not ba- 
niſh my child. She ſaid, if I was deter- 
mined to part with her, ſhe muſt ſubmit ; 
but begged I would conſider I was a pa- 
rent, and not act ſo unnaturally. 


LET „ 
In Continuation. 


TB E arguments that Sally uſed were 
all in vain ; I was not to be moved by 
them ; and was at length ſo a ngry, that 
ſhe, fearing to irritate me, forbore to ſay 


any Ry” but filently prepared to obey 
mee 


When every thier was ready for their 
departure, ' ſhe aſked me if I would not 
ſee julia. I refuſed, fearing the ſight 
of her would ſhake my reſolution ; I de- 


fired 


— — ok > SR 
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fired her to lodge in a private family 


until Julia was fix years old, and then go 


_toa convent at ſome diftance from Paris, 
and on no. account to diſcover to whom 
ſne was indebted for her birth: that on 
her ſecreſy in this laſt injunction depend- 
ed her ſubſiſtence; for if ſhe ever claim- 
ed me as a parent, that inſtant would I 
deprive her of a fettlement ſhe ſhould for 
life enjoy, by complying with my deſire. 
She promiſed to perform punctually what 
I enjoined her; and hinted, that I had 


no right to ſuſpect her ſecreſy. I felt 


the reproach, and gave her a fifty pound 
note, as a compenſation for the ſeverity 
or injuſtice of my ſuſpicions. We then 
parted with mutual grief. She wept bit- 
terly, and prayed for my happineſs ; ſaid 
ſhe hoped ſoon to be recalled to be wit- 
neſs to a happy reconciliation. I em- 
braced and bid her adieu, and then re- 


tired to my room, where each ſad ſcene 


that had paſſed during the laſt three 


years preſented itſelf to my imagination. 
It was amazement all ! how rapidly had 


one 
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one diſagreeable event ſucceeded the o- 
ther, and how ſurpriſing that I did not 
ſink under the weight of ſuch heavy af- 
flictions ! I gave Me. Pultney a direction 
to Mr. Haſtings, and requeſted he would 
acquaint him with my father's death, and 
of the legacy he bequeathed him. I told 
Mr. Pultney I was going into Wales, and 
would keep up no correſpondence with 
any perſon in London but him; and re- 
queſted when Mr. Haſtings came to Eng- 
land, he would not inform him where 1 
was, as I could not ſupport the ſight of 
a perſon who left it with my dear bro- 
ther; and alſo to forward any letters 
to me that came to his hands. 

Every thing being thus ſettled, I ſet 
off for my aunt's, reſolving to finiſh my 
days there; but fate had otherwiſe de- 
creed for me. I had not then perform: 
ed above half my part on the great ſtage ; 
it was decreed I ſhould have * other 
try ing ſcenes to act. | — 
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In Continuation. . 
'Ww A 8 received by my aunt, as I ex- 
pected, with the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of 
joy. 1 took my old apartments, which 
e greatly improved; my aunt ima- 
Siming I would perform my promiſe, had 
] got them painted, and ſeveral improve- 
ments made thro! the houſe in my ab- 
ſence. Here I paſſed my time in as 
gloomy a.manner, as I could wiſh. There 
; * as Caliſta expreſſes i it, 


"mM far medication; even to madneſs. - 


me time aſter my arrival, I received 
a letter from Mr. Pultney, acquainting 
me, that he had received one from Mr. 
Haſtings, wherein he informed him of 
his intention of coming to England ; he 
alſo incloſed two others that my ſervant 
had left at his houſe to be forwarded to 
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me. One was from Mr. Haſtings, which 
met the fate of the preceding ones. Per- 
haps, thought J, if he is not already 
married to Victoria, tho he deſpiſes me 
as daughter to the earl of M—, he may 
think the heireſs of his eſtate worthy of 
his attention, and be tempted to play his 
favourite miſtreſs falſe. I anticipated 
with pleaſure, the mortification it would 
give him, to be refuſed admittance when 
he arrived ; for I was firmly reſolved not 
to ſee him. 

I had not long to wait for an opportu- 
nity of putting my reſolution.into prac- 
tice, for he arrived in England three 
weeks after I. received Mr. Pultney's 
letter. I had this news by another epiſtle 
from that gentleman, who alfo informed 
me of Mr. Haſtings's intention of com- 


ung into Wales; but aſſured me on his 
honour, he was not informed of the place | 


of my reſidence by him. Thad no to 
prepare my aunt for his reception, which 
did by warning her not to be deceived 
by his ſpecious appearance; aſſured her 

his 
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his interior. was a direct contradiction to 
his exterior, he being the deceitfulleſt 


of men; and 1 had reaſon to think, it 


was by following his lead my brother 

was deprived of his life. | 
This was ſufficient: to prejudice the 
old lady againſt him, be his appearance 
ever fo intereſting. ' About four days 
afterwards. I was at Mr. Manly's; as l 
ſtood up after dinner I ſaw the ſervant 
that went abroad with Haſtings and my 
brother, ride by in full gallop. Good 
God what were my emotions; I gave 
a violent ſcream, and fainted. The com- 
pany were much ſurpriſed at this event, 
and eagerly enquired, when J recovered, 
what had frightened me. I evaded this 


queſtion, - by ſaying I was ſubject to 


faintings; and, as I found. myſelf unfit for 


company, requeſted to go home. After 


a few intreatirs, I was permitted. Mr. 
Manly would not permit me to go alone, 
aud inſiſted on accompanying me. I 
made no objection; and after he ſaw me 
io Aug. houſe, he returned,” I went di- 


rect! y 
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realy to my auat's room. She was alar m- 
ed at my entrance, as the paleneſs which 
overſpread my face ſhocked her. She 
enquired, eagerly, what was the matter. 
I told her 1 had been taken ill, but was 
then perfectly recovered, and begged of 
her not to be alarmed. After ſome anxi- 
ous enquiries concerning the nature of 
my illneſs, ſhe proceeded to inform me 
cf Mr. Haſtings's viſit. I had need of all 
prejudice, ſaid ſhe to prevent my being 
Intereſted in his favour, He firſt enquit- 
ed for you, and, on being told you were 
from home, ſent to requeſt a few- mo- 
ments converſation with me. On his 
being ſhewn into my room, he apologiz- 
ed for the liberty he had taken; inform- 
ed me who he was, and ſaid he had un- 
happily, he knew not how, offended 
Lady Gertrude; requeſted 1 would in- 
tercede with you to grant him an inter- 
view, when he hoped: to convince you, 
that whatever prejudice you had conceive 
ed againſt him was without cauſe. He 
declared alſo, that if he was — . 

Og - 


* 
* 


* 
— 


ere cus 
ful in his application, he would bid a fi- 


nal adieu to his native country, and you 


. 
* 


ſhould be no more troubled with his pre- 


ſence or intreaties. I told him, continued 
ſhe, that your poſitive orders were, he 
ſhould not be admitted, but if on your 


return I could prevail on you to ſee him, 


he ſhould receive a card next morning, 


10 requeſt his preſence. He returned me 


thanks in the moſt polite terms, and took 
his leave, Upon my word, niece, added 
ſhe, I think you extremely wrong in re- 


- fuſing to hear what he has to ſay in his 


Juſtification. Tho' I am fnot acquainted 
with the nature of his offence, 1 imagine 
it not to be ſo heinous as to deſerve being 
totally excluded from a right of having 
his defence liſtened to.—l ſee, madam, 
ſaid 1, he has had art enough to impoſe 
on you. He is ſuch an adept in diſſimu-— 
lation, that he might deceive even me, 
could I be perſuaded to liſten to him, 
tho I have had ſufficient proofs of his un- 
worthineſs. It is for this reaſon I refuſe 


. ſeeing him, . leſt I ſhould not be proof 


agaiuſt 
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againſt his too prevailing eloquence.— 
Well, child, replied my aunt, I ſeek 
not to know your reaſon for this ſeeming 
ſeverity ; I have performed my promiſe, 
and now leave you to act as you think 
proper.,— Then I will not keep him in 
ſuſpenſe till to- -morrow, anſwered I, but 
inform him now your intreaties were 
fruitleſs ; for nothing bn earth ſhall ſhake 
the reſolution I have formed, never to 
ſee him more. Having declared this, I 
inſtantly diſpatched a note to the ſame 
purpoſe to the inn. The ſervant told 
me on his return, that the gentleman 


mounted his horſe immediately, and 6 
Ng forward for London. 
og 
* | bn 
ole LTT 
Au- | 
Ne, : 
EY 1 In Continuation. 
un- ö e 
{ __ 1 EXPERIENCED none of the pleaſures 
100 


expected to feel at his mortification. 


uf Vot. I. 5 My 


| 4 Mydnioiris i had agitation ; and 


1 1 P he I refuſed: to ſee him with fo much 


— 


haughtineſs, 1/felt an additional weight 
on 'imy+{pirits when heard he was gone. 


Nut alas! how trivial were all my ſuffer- 
[ ared to the pangs I experien- 


cod 1 of his departure 
ot ever, which received in a leiter from 


Mr. Pultney a fortnight after. The de- 
bo way is too much for my brain—it al- 
moſt burſts with the recollection.— It was 
now, for the firſt time, ſince the intelli- 
_. gence I received from Lady Frances, that 
Ichought it poſſible he might be innoceat. 
I called to mind his former tenderneſs— 
His, letter at the time I received this cruel 


oF Intelligence, breathed nothing elſe—his 
behaviour at my aum'—his mildneſs and 


ſubmiſſion; all together ruſhed upon me, 


and nearly drove me to diſtraction, I ex- 
» ccxated myſelf for my cruelty to the moſt 
= athiable of men; for in that light I no.. 
I'Þ 2 2 couſidered ee ang: pondemined > +4 
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Wretch ! wretch! I endlaken l 0 
doomedſt thyſelf to perpetual miſery 2 hi Ss LE 
is now gone to make happy pens ; 
woman, who deſerves that tenderneſs he 
would have laviſhed on thee, but for by -4 
unconquerable obſtinacy, which daſhed © 1 
from thy hand the cup of happineſs 4 
which was offered to thy acceptance! Id 
this manner did 1 rave an ; no 
would admit of conſolation: ITS © Wilen ; - "4 
J paſſed two years in all the extravass + / 3 
gance of grief, without one ray of come; 
fort. Mr. and Miſs Manly, the only peo 
ple whoſe converſation gave me ſutisfac- 
tion, were during that time, totally" on 
cluded. I ſaw not a face, except" nyt. S 
aunts, and the ſervants that attended ta- 
ble. My aunt was intirely confined to 
her bed, ſhe being exceeding old, ank 
not able to bear a removal; there 
was ill calculated for a comforter; herſetf- 
ſanding in as much need of heren 
the pain of her body, as I did from the 
agltation of my mind. She howevery! 
intreated” me with 3 Arn * 
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one day, to ſend an invitation to Mifs 
Manly, but without a hope of its being 
accepted, by reaſon of my long neglect 
of her. But how much was I deceived in 
my opinion of this amiable girl !—She 
flew on the wings of friendſhip, and was 
in my apartments. I thought the ſervant 
had not time to get to her houſe I 
have obeyed your ſummons, dear Ger- 
trude, ſaid ſhe, embracing me, the mo- 
ment I received it; tell me, my dear, 
the reaſon of this long ſecluſion from your 
friends; 1 im patiently long to be made 
acquainted with your griefs; and believe 
me you have not one I will not partici- 
pate in, if not alleviate. 

I burſt into tears at theſe e ws 
of kindneſs. It was long ſince I had heard 
the ſoothing voice of friendſhip.— Vou 
ſhall know all, my dear Emily, ſaid I, re- 
turning her embrace; but I fear the reci- 
tal will rob me of your eſteem, When 
vou are acquainted with my follies and 
inconſiſtencies, you'll no longer think me 
- .; worthy of your friendſhip.— Ah! forbear 

ESB, | a to 
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to harbour fuch a ſuſpicion, ſhe replied; 
but unboſom your griefs freely; it will 
give eaſe to your heart, which I ſee is 
overcharged with anguiſh. She endea- 
voured to ſooth me in the kindeſt terms: 
nor were her friendly intentions -unſuc- 
ceſsful. I collected my ſpirits in the beſt 
manner 1 could, in order to comply with 
her intreaties, and related every thing 
particular that paſſed from the time Mr. 
Haſtings was introduced into our family. 
She was amazed at ſome parts of my ſto- 
ry, but particularly at the private and 
unaccountable manner of my marriage, 
and told me ſo, but in the moſt gentle 
and friendly terms.— I anſwered, that I 
was aſhamed of marrying a perſon I then 
thought ſo much beneath me; but that I 
ſoon altered my opinion, and longed 
impatiently for his return to England, 
when it would have been my higheſt 


pride to acknowledge him for my huſ- 


band. Such I told her, were my ſenti- 
ments, when I received- the eruel intel- 


ligence from Lady Frances, which un- 


62 hinged 
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hinged my very ſoul, I thought he 
wiſhed to cancel the engagement between 
us, which he could readily do, on ac- 
count of the very private manner it was 
conducted in, that he took advantage of 
my pride, which he knew would not 
ſuffer me to claim a perfon who no 
longer thought me worthy of his attenti- 
on. This thought took poſſeſſion of me, 
and drove every favourable ſentiment 1 
. entertained of him from my mind. 
It was not until he bid a final adieu to 
England I thought it poſſible I might be 
deceived, and condemned myſelf for 
burning his letters, and refuſing to ſee 
him when he begged ſo earneſtly for an 
interview. 
cannot wholly etl you, anſwered 
The; you acted rreacherouſly by Lady 
Frances; and it is from that circum- 
ſtance you may date the misfortunes you 
have ſince experienced. She being miſ- 
treſs of more cunning than you were 
aware of, ſaw into the deſign of your 
letter, and, by We herſelf with 
2 your 
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your tranſactions, took a proper oppor- 
tuaity of being revenged. Yau canngt 
now recal what 1s paſt; therefore throw 
aſide this unavailing melancholy ; return 
to the world, and do not give her leave 
to enjoy her triumph: Haſtings may yet 
be recalled.— Oh, never! never! I ex- 
claimed, interrupting ber: I will never 
ſue to be reconciled to him; he muſt, 


he does deſpiſe me; I have rendered 


myſelf unworthy of his love by my un- 
Juſt ſuſpicions, and would retire to the 
fartheſt part of the earth, ſooner than 


meet his reproaches. I don't think you 


have much reaſon to apprehend them, 
ſhe replied; but we'll diſcuſs that point 
another time. What I adviſe at preſent 
is, that you go immediately to London, 
and, by your behaviour, . convince LOfp 


Frances the has miſſed her aim in mor ti-⸗ * Y 


| fying you. I objected to leaving my 
aunt in her preſent ſtate of health, _ She - 
anſwered, that a few months would be 
ſufficient for me to continue in town, 
and it was neceſſary for me to partake. of 
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ſome of the amuſements it afforded, to 
diſpel, if poſſible, part of that melan- 
choly which had taken ſuch entire poſ- 
ſeſſion of me. She made uſe of ſo many 
arguments, that I at length conſented, 
provided ſhe would accompany me, to 
which ſhe readily agreed. 


\ 


END OF THE FIRST YOLUME. 


